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Benjamin Rice Lacy, President of Union Theological Seminary, was 
elected Moderator of the Ninetieth General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., in the Annual Meeting, June 8-13, in Massanetta 
Springs, Va. Dr. Lacy was elected by acclamation to 
succeed W. E. Price, of Charlotte, N. C. 
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EDITORIAL 


An Appreciation Of The 
Work Of Miss Deedie 
May Austin 


In the reorganization of the Assembly’s Agencies 
it is reported that Miss Deedie May Austin, long 
associated with the Publicity Department of the 
Stewardship Committee, is not to continue in the 
position she has filled so capably. This information 
will come as a great disappointment to all who 
know of Miss Austin’s work and the high esteem 
in which she is held throughout the Assembly. 


Miss Austin was an able representative of the 
mission causes, and church activities. Her visits to 
many of the fields, and her presence at the various 
church conferences gave her a large understanding 
of the need and of what is being accomplished. It 
is said that her reports and articles had a wider 
circulation in the public press than the Southern 
Presbyterian Church ever had. 


We gratefully acknowledge Miss Austin’s splen- 
did service to our church. —H.B.D. 


A.R.P. Synod Calls For 
Union Of Conservative 
Presbyterian 


Churches 


A growing movement of apparently considerable 
force for union of Presbyterians of conservative 
theology appeared in the annual meeting of the 
General Synod of the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church at Bonclarken, Flat Rock, N. C., 
June 7-10. 


The report of the committee appointed by the 
Synod last year to study reunion with the United 
Presbyterian Church presented a favorable return 
on the matter, suggested a year of consideration 
during which time the committee should be con- 
tinued to work out a definite plan of reunion with 
the UP Church, encouraged exchange of pastors 
and recommended that the plan for reunion be pre- 





sented for consideration and action to the General 
Synod for 1951 


According to the June 14 issue of the Associate 
teformed Presbyterian, there was considerable 
sentiment for exploring possibilities of union with 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

That the Associate Reformed Church will con- 
sider union with the Southern Presbyterian Church 
only if it refuses to unite with the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church is evident both from expressions 
of representatives to the Synod and from the re- 
port of the committee to study reunion with the 
United Presbyterian Church in North America 
from which we quote the following: 


“Advantages of reunion with the United Presby- 
terian Church as forseen by your committee are 
as follows: 

* x * 


“5. Such a reunion would be a step toward 
further union of the Presbyterian family, especial- 
ly those of conservative theology. (Emphasis 
added) 


“6. There would be a strategic advantage of 
having a stronger voice in conservative theology.” 


The committee was continued by the Synod and 
instructed to take up similar negoiations with the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. An increased com- 
mittee membership seemed probable from the scope 
of the work to be carried on as instructed by the 
Synod. 


In a probable step toward facilitating considera- 
tion of union with the United Church next year, 
the General Synod will meet in Fairlea, W. Va. 


(Informed observers at the June meeting of the 
Synod said a large group in the church made it 
clear union with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
could actually come only after the Southern Church 
definitely refuses to unite with the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church.) 





Death And The 
Minister 


During my 55 years in the ministry, I have 
officiated at hundreds of funerals under all sorts 








July 1, 1950 





of conditions, never refusing to serve unless lI 
had a like engagement or was out of town. 


I have buried the dead at midnight, when snow 
was falling (How sweet “Nearer My God To Thee” 
sounds at such a time!) I have buried the dead 
from jails where there had been a hanging; from 
churches, funeral homes and real homes. And I 
have buried infants dead just after birth. 


I have found the best opportunities to make firm 
friends and “speak a good word for Christ’ on 
such occasions. Often no word was spoken except 
in reading the Word of God and in prayer. Seldom 
was anything said of the dead unless it afforded 
opportunity to comfort or warn the living by citing 
Gospel truth. 


But many times I have taken the occasion to set 
forth as strongly as I could the facts and promises 
of the Gospel to a large crowd which seldom hears 
the core of Christianity. We often hear those who 
are not in any sorrow object to hearing anything 
said at a funeral. 


Certainly no one would eulogize the dead. But 
hearts are to be soothed with the comfort that 
Christ gives. Instruction and exhortation may be 
offered. But in season and out of season Jesus’ 
death and resurrection are the most important 
themes. I have seen and known great good to be 
done at such times. One should be discreet, 
thoughtful, earnest, prayerful and let him speak 
boldly as well as tenderly for Christ. No more 
appropriate time could there be to set forth the 
facts of life hereafter, of heaven and recognition 
and all related truth, ending with the question: 
“Why should anyone reject Christ when He 
promises us just what our hearts crave most?” 


After one of these funeral addresses a well- 
known physician and surgeon came to me and said 
“after your talk on the resurrection I have no more 
dread of death.” 


Souls are often won to Christ then, and others 
are comforted and confirmed in their faith. Each 
case should be considered and dealt with wisely. 
But to make a rule never to speak for Christ at 
these times is to throw away the best life-time 
opportunity to tell “the old, old story of Jesus 
and His love.” 


The modern way of burying the dead hurries 
and cramps the living and no funeral director 
should hamper the minister in his mission. The 
director is a paid man, the minister is not. But the 
minister is sent to comfort and win. —C.T.C. 





“Satanic Sweetness” 


A very gracious and attractive Jewish lady, who 
is a devoted, lovely Christian, made this significant 
remark: “Before I became a Christian, I was a 
Christian Scientist. I had developed, what I now 
know, is ‘satanic sweetness.’ ” 


Do we catch the import of her words? If we may 
be pardoned for using another Jewish illustration, 
we will tell of a distinguished rabbi. He was promi- 
nently connected with a great institution of the 
Reformed branch of modern Judaism. We listened 
to him lecture for four hours, so we feel qualified 
to speak and to unhesitatingly declare that he pos- 
sessed “‘satanic sweetness.” He was, indeed, gra- 
ciousness personified. Why do we render such a 
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harsh verdict upon so lovely a personality? The 
reason is simple. He was the enemy of our Lord. 
In his lectures he made it clear that the Messiah 
had not come nor would He ever come, because the 
Jews were the world’s real Saviour. 


“Satanic sweetness” —do we find it anywhere 
else? We fear so. One of our missionaries to Japan 
met a prominent New York modernist while on the 
mission field. This minister rejects the miraculous 
in the Scriptures, reviles the vicarious atonement 
and yet he was sweetness itself. Thousands have 
been profoundly affected by his writings and by his 
radio messages. Is sweetness, therefore, an un- 
mistakable mark of Christlikeness? 


The New Testament writers never declare that 
Jesus was “sweet.’”’ He was loving, He was gentle, 
but at the same time He was, on many occasions, 
little short of fierce. The Pharisees, He declared, 
were whited sepulchres and poisonous snakes. He 
consigned the cities of “sweet” Galilee to the 
lowest depths of hell. Many other stern and awful 
words fell from His lips as He fearlessly de- 
nounced the false teachers of His day. 


No — “sweetness” is not by any means a sure 
evidence of Christlikeness. It may be the very 
badge of Satan himself. —R.W.C. 





A Pinching Shoe? 


“The Presbyterian Outlook” for June 5th carries 
a front-page editorial entitled, “A Plea For Sanity.” 
We quote the last paragraph of that editorial: 


“Instead of observing the pitiful spectacle 
of the Christian pulpit succumbing to the same 
hysteria, can’t we see and hear about more 
pulpits where troubled, frightened men are 
being laid hold on by a gospel that does not 
blink the facts but that furnishes the power 
to men on their feet and keep them there? 
Can’t we?” 


Brother, that is what this Journal has been plead- 
ing for from its very inception. The difference is 
that some of our liberal bretheren now find them- 
selves on the defensive because some of their 
economic and social schemes are being rightly de- 
nounced as unChristian, unsound and actually 
detrimental to our national welfare. Also, they 
have been guilty of making major issues out of 
minor matters. 


In recent years we have had the “pitiful spect- 
acle”’ of our Christian pulpits being made forums 
for almost anything except the preaching of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Instead of spiritual food 
and drink our people have too often heard nothing 
better than a pleasant little homily. Instead of 
messages based on, “Thus saith the Lord,” people 
have been regaled with the opinions and pro- 
nouncements of men. 


We agree that the pulpit has been misused but 
we believe a study will show that those who have 
misused it, and who are misusing it today, are 
those liberals who shy away from the great Chris- 
tian doctrines of sin and judgment, of redemption 
from sin through the atoning work of our Lord; 
and who have preached primarily about things of 
secular and temporal moment rather than about 
those things which have to do with eternity. 


—L.N.B. 
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The Christian’s 
Future 


One of God’s servants, Mrs. P. Frank Price, 
recently passed to be with her Lord. During the 
early weeks of her last illness she sent the poem 
published below to her son Frank in Shanghai. 
Its lovely thought and message is for every Chris- 
tian. We should more frequently stop and think 
of the glorious future which is ours. L.N.B 


This Earthly House 


You tell me that I am getting old, but that’s not really so; 
The house I live in may be worn and that of course I know; 
It’s been in use a good long while and weathered many a gale; 
I’m therefore not surprised to find it’s getting somewhat pale. 


You tell me I am getting old, you mix my house with me; 
You’re looking at the outside, that’s all that most folks see; 
The dweller in the litttle house is young and bright and gay, 
Just starting on a life that lasts through long, eternal day. 


The color changing of the roof, the windows looking dim, 
The walls a bit transparent and looking rather thin. 

The foundation’s not so steady as once it used to be, 

And that is all that you observe, but it’s not really me. 


I patch the old house up a bit to make it last the night, 
And soon I shall be flitting to my home of endless light; 
I’m going to live forever there, my life goes on, it’s grand; 
How can you say I’m getting old? You do not understand. 


These few short years can’t make me old, I feel I’m in my 
youth ; 

Eternity lies just ahead, full life and joy and truth; 

We will not fret to see this house grew shabby day by day, 

But look ahead to our new Home which never will decay. 


I want to be made fit to dwell in that blest house above, 

Cleansed in the precious blood of Christ and growing still in 
love ; 

The beauty of that glorious Home, no words can ever say, 

’Tis hidden from these mortal eyes, but kept for us some day. 


My house is getting ready in the Land beyond the sky, 

Its Architect and Builder is my Saviour now on high; 

But I rather think He’s leaving the furnishing to me, 

So it’s “treasure up in Heaven” I must store each day, you see. 
—Beth Coombe Harris. 





Our China Policy— 
Again 


The May ist issue of this Journal carried an 
editorial entitled “Our China Policy,” which at- 
tracted wide-spread attention and comment. The 
issue involved is so serious to the entire Christian 
movement and also so fraught with danger to our 
own American security that we are publishing 
below an address made by Congressman Walter 
H. Judd before the House of Representatives on 
February 6th of this year. 


Dr. Judd sent us this address for publication in 
The Journal. —L.N.B. 


What Should United States Policy In China Be? 
EXTENSION OF REMARKS 


OF 
HON. WALTER H. JUDD 
OF MINNESOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 1950 
_ Mr. JUDD. Mr. Speaker, under leave to extend my remarks 
in the Record, I include the following speech delivered by me 
in Constitution Hall, Washington, D. C., January 30, 1950: 


The time is rapidly approaching when it will no longer be 
of much use to discuss United States policy in China. If the 
last stronghold of the Chinese Government, Formosa, is over- 
whelmed by the Communists, it will not make much difference 
whether we get a China policy or not. Should the Nationalist 
Government finally be overcome by the blows rained upon it 
both by its Communist enemies and its supposed friend and 
ally, the Government of the United States, then the followers 
of the Kremlin will have power in China that cannot be chal- 


lenged in any foreseeable future, no matter how unhappy or 
angry the Chinese people may be. American influence in that 
vast area will be almost a thing of the past. We will have 
suffered the greatet defeat in our history. 


But as long as Formosa stands as the final bastion of th 
free Chinese, there is still a chance for the United States t 
play a decisive role in preventing such a catastrophe to ou 
own security and interests. It should be our policy to help th« 
free Chinese maintain on Formosa the legitimate government 
of the Republic of China—first, to maintain a symbol of hops 
and encouragement to the hundreds of millions of our war- 
time allies now rapidly disappearing behind the Asian irer 
curtain; second, to strengthen resistance to Communist seizur: 
of Formosa which would give Russia use of a perfect aid and 
submarine base in the heart of our western Pacific security 
system; and third, to encourage Chinese to work toward event- 
ually removing China from the Soviet side of the balance and 
returning her to the side of free nations in the gigantic cold 
war in which we are engaged throughout the world. 


The first requirement of a policy is that we wake up to the 
real nature of the Communistic movement in China and to the 
fact that its real target is ourselves. The State Departmen! 
and many writers on China for years followed the line that 
there was some hope in the Communists in China, and none in 
the Chinese Government. On the other hand, many of us main- 
tained that there was some hope in the Chinese Government 
and none in the Communists, because they are committed t 
dictatorship and to world conquest. The policy of supporting 
the Chinese Government and those who are resisting Commu- 
nist subjugation will not require a large expenditure of effort 
money, or materials on the part of the American Government 
and people. It will, however, require positive action and a gen- 
uine determination really to help the free Chinese resist thos: 
who would enslave thm. Until there is such a will on our part 
there can, of coure, be no way. 


Second, we should not grant diplomatic recognition to the 
Communist regime at Peking. Such recognition would bring 
no benefits, and would greatly weaken the will-to-resist of th« 
Chinese already under the Communists on the mainland, the 
free Chinese in Formosa, and the strong communities of Chi- 
nese in all the countries of Southeast Asia. It woud shake the 
confidence in us of the peoples in Asia still on the fence. Our 
greatest immediate stake in Asia is to keep them on our side 
If they were to witness official abandonment by the powerfu! 
United States of an ally which stood by us during the night- 
mare period following Pearl Harbor, could they then be ex- 
pected to have any faith in our present declaration that ws 
will resist the spread of Communist aggression beyond Chin: 
and help them against Communist threats to their own inde- 
pendence? Would not they rather decide that in view of our 
debacle in China, it would be foolish to put their faith in us‘ 
Would not it be the part of wisdom for them to seek the best 
terms they could get from the Communists, rather than depend 
on American support with no assurance it would ever come‘ 


Furthermore, to recognize the Communist regime would put 
an avowed enemy instead of a proved friend in the Chines 
seat on the United Nations Security Council. We would have 
enemies instead of friends in all Chinese embassies, legation 
and consulates all over the world, carrying on espionage cor 
spiracy and propaganda against ourselves in the very midst of 
the countries which we hope to keep out of their control. Sure! 
that would not be in our interest. 


Third, we should make a forthright statement of support + 
the Chinese Government and all other anti-Communist forces 
in their struggle to remain free. More than anything els¢ 
the Chinese—exhausted from 12 years of war and invasior 
discouraged because of betrayals and abandonment by their 
allies—need moral support, the same sort of support we hav: 
given to the Greeks, Italians, Turks, and others in Europe en- 
gaged in exactly similar fights to prevent being taken over b; 
Communists and made Soviet satellites. The governments of 
some of them do not come up to our standards either. 


Fourth, we should extend effective military aid to the defen- 
ders of Formosa. By effective military aid I mean the samé 
sort of military assistance program we have carried out suc- 
cessfully in Greece, but have not tried in China since the recall! 
of General Wedemeyer in early 1946. 


Effective military aid incudes first of all, putting in charg: 
of America’s security in that part of the world, the most ex- 
perienced and successful man we have in dealing with East 
Asia. That man, of course, is General MacArthur. 


It includes some top-flight American military sparkplugs 
like General Wedemeyer, Admiral Cooke, or Admiral Badger 
with adequate American staffs to train and advise the Chines« 
armed forces at all levels—and in strategy, tactics, and opera- 
tions—which our previous mission in China was not permitted 
by our Government to do. 


It includes a relatively small amount of munitions, equip- 
ment and supplies carefully planned for the particular type o 
operation needed. It includes spare parts and fuel for the Chi- 
nese air force and navy. It might include about 50,000 World 
War I type rifles and ammunition therefor, in addition to th« 
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130,000 rifles we have sent under the program the Congress 
voted in 1948, 


A military aid program does not include American combat 
troops. I do not know anyone who has ever suggested that we 
should send American combat troops to Formosa, or that we 
should occupy it with American forces, even though the State 
Department is busily engaged in shooting down that straw man 
set up by itself. Such a policy is unnecessary and would be 
most ill-advised. It would be neither justifiable nor advan- 
tageous for the United States to occupy or seize Formosa for 
herself; it is extremely important to our security that it be 
denied to our enemies. The way to accomplish that end, and at 
the same time to strengthen the spirit of resistance among all 
Chinese and other free peoples in Asia, is to help the Chinese 
and Formosans hold their island, as many of our best military 
students of the problem believe they can do with such aid, and 
with the natural advantages Formosa has as a result of the 
hundred-mile barrier of water between it and the mainland, 
and the fact that the Communists do not have either a sub- 
stantial navy or air force. 


In short, what China has most needed all along and most 
needs now is not more aid but proper aid, which is what we 
have not given since 1945. Munitions without American advice 
and assistance in their use cannot succeed any more than 
advice without munitions could succeed. 


If we had tried in China the sort of policy we have followed 
in Greece, or if we had followed the recommendation made by 
General Wedemeyer two and one-half years ago, and still failed, 
then neither I nor any other person could say a word of crit- 
icism. But we have not tried. How does anyone know whether 
we ean succeed or not, until we do try? 


Fifth, we should continue to give economic assistance to the 
Chinese Government on Formosa. One of the reasons the 
economy of the island is sorely strained is because it is having 
to export materials needed for home consumption, in order to 
get foreign exchange to buy commodities like cotton and oil 
which must be obtained from abroad. If we help with such com- 
modities, exactly as we are helping Korea and Japan and help- 
ing Western Europe under the European recovery program, the 
economy of Formosa can be made reasonably stable. Ordinarily 
it has a favorable balance of trade, in sharp contrast to that 
of England, for example, which we are helping even though it 
almost certainly can never again become self-supporting. 


Sixth, we should give every possible assistance and even 
leadership in encouraging the free peoples of Southeast Asia to 
get together in a mutual assistance defense pact, such as we 
have sponsored in the North Atlantic. Without some such co- 
operative effort to defend the whole area, there is every reason 
to expect that the Communists will be able to pick the coun- 
tries off, one by one. Without access to the resources and mar- 
kets of Southeast Asia on a mutually beneficial basis, what 
chance is there for England, France, Holland, and Western 
Europe to become self-supporting? If we are compelled to con- 
tinue beyond 1952 the heavy burden of supporting these free 
countries of Western Europe, how long can we ourselves re- 
main solvent and safe? 


That brings me to the compelling reason why I believe we 
should adopt some such positive policy in place of the pro- 
Communist wait-and-see do-nothing-effective policy our Govern- 
ment has followed with such disastrous result these last four 
years. That reason is the basic instinct of self-preservation. 


I am not and never have been interested in any persons, 
groups, or parties in China. I am interested in the security of 
the United States of America, and in freedom, world order, 
and peace. It is the job of responsible American officials to find 
means of achieving those goals; not reasons for not achieving 
them. If they think nothing effective can be done in China, 
then they should step aside or be removed to make way for 
those who believe something effective can be done and must 
be done, 


The primary objective of an intelligent nation’s foreign policy 
must always be one thing—the nation’s security. How can we 
attain that objective? There are two main methods. We must 
seek by all legitimate means to prevent the development or ex- 
pansion of any power or powers hostile to ourselves to the 
point where they might be able to attack us with chance of 
success; we must seek by all legitimate means to keep as many 
nations as possible free and strong and on our side. 


In a jungle world such as ours, survival depends to no small 
degree on the capacity to distinguish friend from enemy. What- 
ever the weaknesses and shortcomings of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, it is a friend whose loyalty to us, even in the darkest 
days after Pearl Harbor, has never been questioned. Whatever 
the strengths or alleged virtues of the Communists, they are 
our avowed enemy. 


In such a situation it has always seemed to me the decision 


as to what we ought to do should be extremely simple: We 
should oppose whatever assists our mortal enemy; we should 
assist whatever opposes that mortal enemy. However great the 
risks and difficulties of such a positive policy may be, the risks 
of a policy of doing nothing effective are even greater. 


It is not enough just to recite the weaknesses of China—the 
five adjectives which the apologists of our Government's neg- 
ative policies always use as their excuse for not giving effective 
aid, namely, that the Government of China is “inept, incom- 
petent, inefficient, undemocratic, and corrupt.” Those condi- 
tions exist in China, just as they do in every Asian country 
and everywhere else in greater or less degree, espcially aftter 
long exhaustive wars. They are the problems it is the business 
of responsible statesmanship to solve; not the alibi for failure 
to solve them, 


I am fully aware of all the myths which have been so suc- 
cessfully propagated regarding the Communists in China: for 
example, that they are not really Communists but just agrarian 
reformers, patriotic peasants leading spontaneous revolutionary 
forces against warlordism, landlordism, and feudalism; that 
they are not connected with or subservient to the Soviet Union ; 
that they won't be able to organize and administer a govern- 
ment in China without our help, which will make them sus- 
ceptible to our influence; that they will not be able to convert 
the Chinese to communism; that they will not be able to solve 
China’s economic problems; that they will probably develop 
Titoism; that they will have to co-operate with the west. All 
of these myths have proved or are being proved cruel hoaxes. 
They were designed to lull us to sleep while the Communists 
were getting control of China. They have been exceedingly 
successful. 


If we cannot decide what is best in China, because we think 
neither side, Nationalist or Communist, is good, then let us 
decide what is worst, as a physician does when confronted with 
no good alternatives. What is the worst thing that can happen 
to China? There can be no question about that. The worst thing 
from the standpoint of our own interests, those of the Chinese 
people, and of world peace is for China to come wholly under 
the Communists and become another satellite of Russia. There- 
fore, that is the thing which we must, if possible, prevent. 


The first requirement of our security in the Pacific is not a 
democratic Chinese Government or even a better Chinese Gov- 
ernment; but an independent Chinese Government. The present 
disaster began when we abandoned in 1945, starting at Yalta, 
our historic policy of supporting resolutely “the sovereignty, 
po paceman the territorial and administrative integrity 
of Chin 


We got off the track because some officials high in our Gov- 
ernment failed for some unexplained reason to realize the na- 
ture of the Communist movement in China as an instrument 
of Soviet aggression, and allowed themselves to be beguiled 
into thinking or hoping that it was just one faction in an in- 
ternal conflict that was none of our business. Now it is plain 
to all that the Communists have all of Asia and ourselves, not 
just China, as their aim. 


Unless immediately—and I have warned for two years it may 
already be too late—there is a drastic reversal of our policy in 
Asia similar to that executed three years ago in Europe, 
namely, a shift from appease Communist aggression to oppose 
Communist aggression—then history can only record that‘ we 
defeated Japan but Russia won the war in the Pacific. We and 
the free world lost it. 


However late it is today, it will be still later tomorrow. How- 
ever much it will cost—about $26,000,000—to make the effort 
now, our choice is not between that and something less; it is 
between that and something more. Which do we want? 


There are two lessons we could still learn from our experi- 
ence in Europe if we would. The first is that when Com- 
munist expansion is stopped, it begins to fall apart, because it 
cannot deliver on its fancy promises. The second is that it can- 
not be stopped except by resistance all along the line of its ad- 
vance. That requires assistance to all in its path, even though 
some of the governments involved do not meet with our full 
approval. If we will apply those lessons with imagination and 
resolution in Asia, the situation may still be retrieved. There is 
hope if we try; there is none if we don’t try. 


We have learned that to keep Western Europe free there 
must be a regional effort—assistance to all in the given area. 
If we would keep Asia free, there must be a program of re- 
gional defense there also. 


Ultimately, and soon, there must be global defense against 
the strong, cruel enemy we and the free peoples of the world 
face; or all of us, not just weakened and exhausted China, will 
fall before its ruthless and skillful onslaughts from within and 
without. Must we once more dawdle and daydream until after 
the blow actually falls, and then have to fight for our own 
survival under the most difficult circumstances possible? 
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The Mid-Century General Assembly 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


The 90th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. made its history at Massanetta 
Springs, Va. Massanetta Springs is located in the 
heart of the historic Shenandoah Valley, four miles 
east of Harrisonburg. The Synod of Virginia came 
into possession of this property in 1921. Dr. 
William E. Hudson has been the guiding genius in 
the development of these grounds for religious and 
educational purposes. The Baptists and Lutherans 
as well as the Presbyterians hold their annual As- 
semblies at Massanetta. The 426 commissioners 
present for this 1950 Assembly were high in praise 
of the inspiring scenery as well as the magnificient 
hospitality of the hosts to the Assembly. 


The Opening Night 


The Reverend Albert G. Edwards, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Harrisonburg, Va. 
presided at the devotional exercises. Mr. Edwards 
introduced the Honorable Lawrence Loewner, mayor 
of the City of Harrisonburg. Dr. T. C. Bales, 
chairman of the Board of Massanetta Springs, Dr. 
William E. Hudson, director of Massanetta Springs, 
Rev. Lynn C. Dickerson, President of the Harrison- 
burg Association and Mr. E. Lewis Knowler, editor 
of the Staynton News Leader, extended greetings 
and a warm welcome to the commissioners and 
guests of the 90th meeting of the General As- 
sembly. 


The retiring moderator, the Honorable W. E. 
Price a Ruling Elder in the Caldwell Memorial 
Church of Charlotte, N. C., delivered an excellent 
sermon before the Assembly. By way of introduc- 
tion the retiring moderator informed the Assembly 
that during his moderatorial year he had traveled 
approximately 30,000 miles in the interest of the 
church. He reported that from his travels he was 
led to believe that our church is on the eve of a 
great revival. “Evangelistic emphasis is bearing 
fruit” he said. Mr. Price used as his text “Let 
us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering” (Hebrews 10:23). In a realistic manner 
the speaker probed the moral and spiritual char- 
acter of our day. He said “there is a disposition 
on the part of many today to discard the old land- 
marks of righteousness as entirely out of date. New 
and untried means and methods of betterment are 
proposed. New thought seeks to displace the Word 
of God as the rule of Faith and Practice. Many 
would make the Sabbath a day of pleasure-seeking 
instead of a day of rest and worship. Not a few 
have thought the church has outlived its usefulness. 
They no longer throng to its portals or attend its 
services.” In the light of this condition the retiring 
moderator pleaded with the commissioners “There- 
fore brethren let us hold fast the Word of God, the 
Christian Sabbath and the Christian church.” The 
message reached its climax with this appeal: “One 
prays with all his soul that modern infidelity may 
never get hold or take root in our glorious Presby- 
terian Church. He hopes not against hope for we 
are confident that the faith of Calvin, Knox and 
Thomas Cary Johnson will never cease to proclaim 
a message that shall provide food for the hungry 
heart and cleansing of the sin-sick soul. But we 
must be on guard. Let us put on the whole armor 


of God and with hearts that are not afraid to go 
forth to witness and preach the glory of a blood- 
stained cross.” The hearts of the commissioners 
were warmed by this earnest message from one of 
our most illustrous elders. 


The full text of this timely message is also pub- 
lished in this issue of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. Before Mr. Price retired from his office, 
he said he felt that he would be derelict in his duty 
if he did not take time to express his appreciation 
to Dr. E. C. Scott, the efficient Stated Clerk of the 
General Assembly. After commending Dr. Scott for 
his invaluable services to our church in the highest 
terms of appreciation, he called upon the Stated 
Clerk to lead the Assembly in prayer. 


The election of moderator is always an occasion 
that evokes much interest. This year, only one 
commissioner was nominated. Dr. Warner Hall, 
pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church of Char- 
lotte, N. C., nominated Dr. Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. 
President of Union Theological Seminary of Rich- 
mond, Va. Dr. James Sprunt of Lookout Moun- 
tain, Tenn., seconded the nomination. Dr. Lacy 
was elected by acclamation to this distinguished 
position in our church. 


Fraternal Delegates 


There is a place on the docket each year for the 
Assembly to hear Fraternal Delegates. The first 
speaker was Dr. J. I. McCord of Austin Theological 
Seminary. He spoke as a representative of the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches Throughout the 
World Holding the Presbyterian System. Dr. Mc- 
Cord pointed out that this organization has been 
active since 1875 working for the common good of 
Reformed Churches. In size he said this group, 
with the exception of the Lutherans, is the largest 
of all of the non-Roman bodies. He announced 
that there will be a Youth Conference held under 
the auspices of this agency in Great Britain in 
July, 1951, following the pattern of a similar one 
held in Monteplier, France, in August, 1949. 


Dr. William W. Johnson, pastor of the Sherwood 
United Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, Pa., 
extended greetings from the United Presbyterian 
Church. Dr. Clifford Barbour, pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Knoxville, Tenn. and im- 
mediate past-moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. A., extended fraternal greetings from the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. In the course of 
his remarks he said that the church today needs to 
recapture the Reformed principle of “lay participa- 
tion.” He deplored the fact that “we have been 
dominated by ecclesiastics too long.” 


The Board Of World 
Missions 


The report of The Board of World Missions em- 
braced a number of educational, inspirational, and 
controversial features. The Executive Secretary, 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton presented Dr. Richard T. 
Gillespie, the Educational Secretary of the Board, 
and he in turn introduced to the Assembly several 
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fine young people who are leaving soon for the 
mission field. Candidates John Pritchard, George 
Thompson Brown and Miss Helen Norwood gave 
impressive testimonies concerning their call to the 
mission field. The Assembly was profoundly moved 
by the clear and ringing testimonies of these young 
people. 


Dr. Fulton reported on the transfer of the Com- 
mittee on Overseas Relief to the Board of World 
Missions. He gave an outline of his recent visit for 
six weeks in Europe. He stated that Europe is sick 
in body, mind and spirit, but Protestantism is there 
in force. He said that he saw this even in a country 
like Spain. He observed “Spain is the hardest 
mission field in the country today’ Yet there is a 
strength among the few who hold to the Protestant 
Faith.” He informed the Assembly that from his 
study of the European situation the Protestants of 
Europe are not able alone to carry their heavy 
weight of responsibility and therefore need our 
help, 


Among the highlights of this report we noted with 
interest the fact that our Foreign Mission work 
reported 7,499 additions—a record equaled only 
twice in the long history of our Foreign Missions 
work. Forty-eight missionaries have been sent out 
to the fields. This was the largest contingent ever 
to be appointed in the course of one year in the 
entire history of our Foreign Missions work. Our 
Candidate Secretary revealed that there are 300 
young people today who are ready to go to our 
foreign mission fields in the near future as the 
church provides the means. Our present missionary 
force is 373 missionaries. At the present rate of 
giving our Board stated that it will reach the 
saturation point at 400. The needs and oppor- 
tunities call for 500 missionaries. To increase the 
force to 500 would be less than our church sup- 
ported in 1926, 


Dr. P. D. Patrick the chairman of the Standing 
Committee on World Missions said in his report that 
the Assembly should give special attention to the 
scaling down of the precentage of benevolences 
allotted to World Missions. He reminded the As- 
sembly “in the past 15 years a considerable reduc- 
tion has taken place by the scaling down by the 
Assembly, Synods and Presbyteries. In some of 
our Presbyteries they have so increased the percent- 
age for local work that they have reduced the 
percentage to one-half of what it was 15 years ago. 
The effect of this trend is to deny to our World 
Mission Enterprise its normal share in the church’s 
benevolent giving.” It might surprise our people 
to learn that in the year 1927-28 the capita gift of 
our church to Foreign Missions was $3.75 in com- 
parison with $3.00 per capita given during the year 
1948-49. The situation is even worse than this 
when we subtract the special Program of Progress 
funds from our giving. This would reduce the per 
capita giving to $2.18 per number. The Assembly 
was reminded that only one-half of the goal of four 
million dollars for World Missions in the Program 
of Progress has been reached. The Assembly chal- 
lenged our churches to make an earnest and vig- 
orous effort to complete the raising of the goal of 
four million dollars as quickly as possible. 


One of the principal controversial issues at this 
Assembly revolved around the Japanese Christian 
University. Outside pressure had been brought to 
bear upon the Board of World Missions to help 
underwrite this project. The board declined to do 
60 on the grounds that this proposed university goes 
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beyond a strictly missionary project as conceived 
and practiced by our church. It felt that the pre- 
sentation in our country has been more upon the 
humanitarian, democratic and cultural prospects 
rather than its distinctively Christian purpose and 
operation. It was pointed out that in Japan 95 
percent of the considerable sum raised came from 
non-christian sources, and this was raised on the 
basis of a “Nationalistic’” appeal rather than ‘‘Chris- 
tian.”” The board also believed that there were 
other causes in Japan which have a greater claim 
upon our resources, and have prospects of greater 
value to the missionary enterprise across the world. 
Dr. W. L. Carson of Richmond, Va. spoke in favor 
of the Japanese Christian University and was quite 
critical of our Board of World Missions and our 
missionaries. Although some concurred in his point 
of view it was evident that his opinion represented 
only a small minority. Dr. Hugh Bradly of Decatur, 
Ga., and a member of the Board of World Missions 
presented the Board’s point of view in an effective 
manner. 


At this point, a request was made by another 
commissioner that Dr. C. Darby Fulton who, in 
addition to being Executive Secretary of the Board 
of World Missions, was a commissioner to this 
Assembly, come to the platform to express his views 
in this matter. In a very clear cut and forceful 
manner, Dr. Fulton gave the reasons why the Japan 
Mission, the Board of World Missions and the 
Executive Secretary were opposed to accepting 
membership on the Board of the Japanese Christian 
University and giving financial support to the 
university. The Assembly by voice vote endorsed 
the action of the Board of World Missions and the 
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recommendation of the Standing Committee on 
World Missions. A standing vote of appreciation 
for the fine leadership of Dr. C. Darby Fulton 
followed this action and the Assembly was then 
led in prayer for Dr. Fulton and the work that he 
is directing in foreign lands. 


The Board Of Women’s 
Work 


Mrs. A. Walton Litz, chairman of the Board of 
Women’s Work gave an interesting report to the 
Assembly concerning the achievements of the Wo- 
men of the Church, for the year ending March 31, 
1950. She pointed out that this Board had made 
effective all of the changes recommended by the 
plan of reorganization. She said “in the light of 
these necessary changes this has not been an easy 
year but we believe a good year.” From her report 
there is clear evidence of progress and renewed 
enthusiasm in this agency of our church. The total 
1949 Birthday Offering amounted to $143,890.24 
which was $7,228.39 more than last year. Gifts to 
all causes amounted to $2,730,209 which was an 
increase of $113,397. This represents during the 
past five years an increase of $883,487. 


The Committee noted with regret the retirement 
of Mrs. S. H. Askew, after completing 15 years of 
faithful service as a church wide field worker, and 
Miss Ida R. Richmond after 18 years of faithful 
service on the staff. 


This year marked an historical change in the 
membership of the Board of Women’s Work. For 
the first time with the approval of this Assembly, 
men were placed on this Board. The Board was 
enlarged from 10 to 18 members and in accordance 
with past General Assembly action. 


Mrs. Litz presented Mrs. C. S. Harrington, Mrs. 
John L. Parkes and Miss Janie McGaughey to the 
Assembly. Mrs. Harrington addressed the Assembly 
on “The World Council of Churches” and Miss Mc- 
Gaughey related some of her experiences during 
her recent visit to Brazil. She gave a high tribute 
to our 79 missionaries in Brazil. Then she added 
“This is the fastest growing Protestant work we 
have in the foreign field.” 


Church Extension 


The Board of Church Extension was one of the 
two principal features of the Friday night meeting. 
Dr. William V. Gardner, chairman of this Board 
presided. He introduced the staff now serving this 
board and declared “a number of major divisions of 
our church have been united into one harmonious 
family under the Board of Church Extension. We 
have taken the recommendations of the past As- 
sembly seriously. We are proud of our results.” 


Dr. Gardner presented to the Assembly Dr. 
Vernon S. Broyles the new Executive Secretary of 
this Board. Dr. Broyles related to the Assembly 
that he had a deep conviction that the call to accept 
this work had come from God. He said “the years 
will tell you and me whether I have been wrong.” 
After listening to Dr. Broyles all present must 
surely have been convinced that the Board made 
an excellent selection in procuring his services to 
head up this important branch in our church. Dr. 
Broyles initial message to the General Assembly 
was marked by Christian humility, remarkable 
clarity, and a deep dedication to the extension of 


our church throughout the 17 synods of our As- 
sembly. 
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In a remarkable way the Board of Church Ex- 
tension has integrated the fields of Home Mission, 
Negro Work, Evangelism, Christian Relations and 
Radio. In addition this Board has inherited two 
new departments—assigned to it by the 1949 Gener- 
al Assembly, namely; Sunday School Extension and 
Defense Service. 


The total receipts for the church year just closed 
amounted to $491,031. The receipts from special 
offerings, self-denial offerings and Program of 
Progress amounted to $170,277. The total of $661, 
888 represents a decrease of $26,200 from the 
total of similar receipts in 1948-49. Two sizeable 
legacies assisted this Board in carrying on its work. 
Prior to the meftger of these fields of service Dr. 
Claude H. Pritchard capably administered the Home 
Mission Work. He will continue as head of the 
Home Mission Division. 


The division of Evangelism noted a growing 
interest in evangelism throughout the church. The 
report, however, confessed “we hail this advance 
with interest and activity but confess with reluct- 
ance and grief that almost one-third of our pastors 
and churches have given little reason to indicate 
that they are deeply concerned for the lost.” It will 
be of interest to point out in this connection that 
our church received during the past year 24,657 on 
profession of faith. Additions on certificates were 
44,420. Both of these figures represent an increase 
over the past year. Dr. Howard H. Thompson, 
director of this division was heartily commended 
for his untiring labors in the field of evangelism 
throughout the Assembly. 


The Negro work under the able direction of Dr. 
Alex Batchelor reported progress. The difficulties 
in this work were pointed out. It said that there 
was a time when the church of the Negro people 
was the center of the social life of the community 
but this is no longer true. The church today for 
the Negro as for others, must compete with the 
attractions of the world. Due to the fact that 
Negroes are being educated today, Presbyterianism 
should make a greater appeal to them. This report 
asserted “in the past we may have justified our 
meager results but seeing that the Presbyterian 
Church does not appeal to the uneducated Negro 
such an escape can no longer hold. There are 
many examples of thriving Negro Presbyterian 
Churches. Many communities want the Presby- 
terian Church. As we reach the Negro leaders we 
take the first step toward reaching the race.” This 
Committee recommended that we should purchase 
property for Negro churches located in an area 
where Negros are buying their own homes. White 
superintendents and teachers should be used to 
establish Sunday Schools for them, but a gradual 
change should be made to Negro teachers and 
superintendents. Stillman College was made an 
Assembly’s institution effective immediately. Sever- 
al controversial overtures relating to Negro work 
which would amount to the dissolution of Snedecor 
Memorial Synod were placed in the hands of the 
Board of Church Extension with instructions that 
it study the whole matter and bring back recom- 


mendations to the next meeting of the General 
Assembly. 


The division of Radio noted a marked improve- 
ment in radio facilities to our church. Attention 
was called to the formal opening of the radio 
center on the campus of Agnes Scott College in 
Decatur, Ga. The finest broadcasting and trans- 
mitting equipment has been installed. Dr. John M, 
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Alexander, the director of the division a 
that television is just ahead of us and the church 
must study this development and be prepared r. use 
t for the proclamation of the gospel. He will 
devote special study to this area during the coming 
year. 


A growing recognition of the need to apply the 
teachings of Christ to all the social issues of our 
time was reported by the division of Christian Re- 
lations. It submitted a study on “divorce and re- 
marriage” to the 1950 Assembly. Dr. J. H. Marion 
recently resigned as director of this division. He 
expressed his appreciation to the Assembly for its 
cooperation during his term of service. He has 
accepted a call to a church in East Hanover Pres- 
bytery and will soon enter his new pastorate. 


The General Council 


Dr. J. R. McCain, chairman of the General Coun- 
cil informed the Assembly that the 138 major 
changes in our organization, including a new term- 
inology, was effected in 2% months. In the light 
of this he said “miracles have not ceased.” 


Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., the Executive Secretary 
of the Council explained the operations of the re- 
organization in the various church courts. He 
reminded the commissioners that this work was 
known as the General Assembly’s Committee on 
Stewardship and has now become the General 
Council of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
This Council, he said, shall continue to perform 
the responsibilities of the Stewardship Committee 
and also assume the functions assigned by the 
adopted program of the reorganization. Twenty- 
five members comprise the General Council. Dr. 
-atton announced the appointment of Mr. Harvey 
Walters as head of the Department of Publicity. He 
said we have set up a department of research but 
we do not have sufficient funds at the present time 
to employ a worker in this field. This will be done 
he told the Assembly if during the coming year 
funds are available for this work. 


The Program of Progress Committee and its 
achievements were outlined to the Assembly by 
Dr. Leroy Burney, its director. Dr. Burney ex- 
plained that two major objectives for 1950-51 have 
been adopted. The first is the work of evangelism 
and the second an enlarging experience in Chris- 
tian Stewardship. 


The Assembly designated March 4, 1951 as Every 
Member Guana Day. The theme for the Every 
Member Canvas will be “Let your Light Shine.” 
Every pastor was urged to preach on the subject 
“Stewardship of Life and Possessions” during the 
period February 4 - March 4, 1951. 


The overture from the Presbytery of Knoxville 
asking the Assembly to provide a method whereby 
the Federal Council shall be financially aided with- 
out compelling any church to give its financial 
support contrary to its conscientious scruples pre- 
cipitated a lengthly debate. After various methods 
were proposed for the financing of the Federal 
Council, a motion was made by Ruling Elder W. E. 
Price that there be placed in the budget an Inter- 
Church Agency Fund and that 75 percent be the 
amount asked to produce the funds required for the 
Council. The other percentages will be readjusted 
'V the General Council. The motion prevailed. It 
will be put into operation during the ecclesiastical 
ear 1951-52. During the discussion on this subject 
a number of ruling elders pointed out that any 


Over a million dollars ($1,034,571.65, to be 
exact), has been entrusted to the Board of 
World Missions in annuity gift contracts, 
which will enable this Board to greatly ex- 
tend its services in distant lands. In the year 
ending March 31, 1950, we recei ived 26 new 
gift contracts, totalling $103,056.73. 

We now have in effect 500 annuity gift con- 
tracts, under which this Board is obligated to 
pay a fixed life-time annuity to ‘on specified 
recipients and to use the principal ultimately 
in the work of Foreign Missions. 

Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation 
for over fifty years, during which time every 
annuity contract has been met promptly and 
in full. 


If you would like to give to Foreign Missions 
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time return on your money, write today for 
full information about our Annuity Gift 
Plan. Address: 
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compulsory method for financing the Federal Coun- 
cil would only serve to wreck our benevolent pro- 
gram, as there are so many people in our church 
today who are opposed to the program of the 
Federal Council. 


Inter-Church Relations 


The Standing Committee on Inter-Church Rela- 
tions, formerly known as the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, presented a majority and minority re- 
port. There was no division on the matter of 
Union with the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. The 
Committee was of one mind and recommended that 
the Atlanta agreement for a moratorium for five 
years on the Union question be observed. Consist- 
ent with this, the overture from the Presbytery of 
Meridian was answered by saying “no plan of 
Union is before this Assembly.” 


The majority report favored the continuation of 
the Assembly in the Federal Council. It recognized 
however certain dangers both in the Federal Council 
and in the new National Council. Three points of 
concern were enumerated. (1) The centralization 
of power resulting from the merger of several 
strong groups. (2) The power given to the Execu- 
tive Committee should be limited. (3) The absence 
of procedures concerning presentations before con- 
gressional committees and an absence of the men- 
tion of the rights of denominations to disassociate 
themselves from action of the Executive Committee 
and Council in which the denominations cannot 
conscientiously concur. 


The minority report was presented and defended 
by the Rev. James E. Moore of Baltimore, Md. It 
asked the withdrawal of our church from both the 
Federal Council and the World Council. The As- 
sembly acted on the recommendation concerning 
the World Council first and this was lost. Mr. 
Moore defended the minority report in regard to 
the Federal Council on the grounds that the Federal 
Council in its interpretation of the Gospel is at 
variance with that of our standards. He also 
stressed the fact that the Federal Council has been 
at variance with our church in its interpretation of 
social and economic problems. He further stated 
that the development of the Council makes a super- 
church inevitable. The minority report was de- 
feated by a vote of 243 to 120. 


Following the Assembly’s refusal to withdraw 
from the Federal Council, Dr. James Sprunt of 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn. stated that though he 
voted to remain in the Federal Council that he was 
disturbed by the fact that many of the members of 
his church and presbytery were opposed to the 
social and economic views of the Council and 
desired to offer a resolution. The Sprunt resolu- 
tion is as follows: ‘Inasmuch as the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America and/or its com- 
missions have from time to time expressed opinions, 


issued statements and advocated policies tending 
toward political socialism in this country and con- 
trary to our time-honored principles of free enter- 
prise and representative democracy, which this 
General Assembly believes to be totally at variance 
with the beliefs of our people, we therefore vigor- 
ously dissent and completely disassociate ourselves 
from any such deliverance or action of the Federal 
Council.” This resolution was passed by a vote of 
214 to 114. 


Germane to this subject, attention should be 
called to an address made by Mr. Earl F. Adams, 
Secretary to the National Council of Churches. He 
explained the new setup and the total program of 
the new organization. He reminded the Assembly 
that after December 1 there will be no more Feder- 
al Council as such. The National Council of 
Churches will come into existence in Cleveland, 
Ohio on that date and the Federal Council will be 
only a part of the new organization. 


The American Bible Society is now under the 
supervision of this Committee and it recommended 
that from Thanksgiving to Christmas the “Bible 
Reading Program” be commended to the local 
churches for their use. A goal of not less than 
$30,000 was set for our denomination to give from 
1951-52 to the American Bible Society. The hope 


was expressed that more than this amount would 
be paid. 


Reformation Day is to be observed October 29, 
1950. The theme recommended is “Protestantism 
and Liberty.” The subject is to be used as a 
general basis for sermons and addresses. Each 
minister was urged to make definite use of the 
occasion to inform his people concerning the Re- 
formation, its orgin, its meaning and its current 
appeal. 


Board Of Education 


The popular meeting in the interest of the Board 
of Education was held Sunday night. Dr. Edward 
D. Grant, Executive Secretary presided. In a 
captivating manner Dr. Grant presented the facts 
concerning the Board of Education. The four 
divisions of this Board now are Religious Education, 
Men’s Work, Higher Education and Publication. 
After reviewing the activities of this Board Dr. 
Grant remarked, “you have given us a job that is 
too big for us. We need your prayer and support 
in meeting the needs of a growing South.” The 
annual report of this Board indicated progress. The 
gross receipts of the Business Department for the 
past year were $1,110,888.53 this represented an 
increase of $106,817.66. 


The Standing Committee on the Board of Educa- 
tion recommended that September, 1950 be designa- 
ted “Religious Education Season” and that the book 
“Beside the Hearthstone” by Dr. Robert Lapsley, 
Jr., be designated the official study book on the 
Christian Home, It is to be widely read and studied 
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petuity for your Church. 





in every Presbyterian Church during this season. 
It further recommended that Rally Day be observed 
September 24, 1950. 


Board Of Annuities 
And Relief 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary of the 
3oard of Annunities and Relief gave an illuminat- 
ing address on the importance of this Board in the 
life of the church. The Assembly commended the 
finance committee and investment council of the 
Board for its diligence in keeping the funds prop- 
erly and profitably invested. The Assembly noted 
with gratitude that the amortized income on invest- 
ments was 3.72 percent. 


Committee On Judicial 
Business 


The Committee on Judicial Business approved the 
establishment of an Assembly’s office on “The 
Minister and His Work.” Dr. E. T. Thompson of 
Union Theological Seminary spoke in favor of the 
recommendation of this committee. He stressed the 
fact that it would relieve a number of tense situa- 
tions in our church. Some objection was offered 
to this proposal on the basis that it was tending 
in the direction of the episcopacy. The Assembly 
approved the proposal. This action can be a help- 
ful one but at the same time it is fraught with 
dangerous possibilities. Its effectiveness will to a 
large extent depend upon the fairness of the direc- 
tor of this new agency. The church should be much 
in prayer that the one selected to this position 
will be the type of man who is well known for his 
judiciousness and fairness in the church. 
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Another item of this committee was the letter to 
the General Assembly from the Presbytery of At- 
lanta relative to the incorporation of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Ga. The 
letter stated: “Because similar actions are being 
taken in other parts of the Assembly the Presby- 
tery of Atlanta seeks the counsel and advice of the 
General Assembly.” The answer to this letter 
brought both a majority and minority report. The 
majority report was amended by Dr. W. L. Carson, 
of Richmond, Va., and offered as a substitute. It 
was as follows: “That the Assembly advise the 
Presbytery of Atlanta to direct the Westminster 
Presbyterian Chuch of Atlanta, Ga., to take such 
action as may be required to have its charter al- 
tered so as to conform to the requirements of the 
Book of Church Order, in order that the authority 
of the Courts of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States may be properly recognized and that 
the property rights of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States may be adequately safeguarded.” 


The Lord’s Day Alliance 


One of the causes of our church frequently over- 
looked in its importance is the Lord’s Day Alliance. 
Dr. Harold L. Bowlby the director of the Alliance 
visited our Assembly in the interest of this cause. 
In the course of his address he remarked, “I want 
to call your attention to the greatest day in the 
world. Without this day you would not have a 
General Assembly. It is a day we must preserve 
and defend. If we fail to do so the church will go 
down into one of the darkest times of history. In 
our time we are not reverencing this day as we 
should. The Lord’s Day Alliance is seeking to 
observe this day for our posterity. We should 
think of this day in connection with our children 
and grandchildren. We must do more than pass 
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resolutions. Our resolutions must be put into 
action. The Lord is asking you and all of His 
people today ‘what are you doing for my day?’” 


Sunday Morning Worship 


The Assembly met for worship at the 11 o’clock 
hour on Sunday morning. This was a most im- 
pressive service that was climaxed by the adminis- 
tration of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Dr. 
George Summey now 97 years of age led in the 
morning prayer. The Assembly was lifted to the 
very Throne of God as this venerable servant of 
the church raised his voice in prayer. 

The uniqueness of Dr. Summey’s record is worthy 
of more than a passing notice. This was the 38th 
meeting of the General Assembly which he has 
attended. Fourteen of these he served as a com- 
missioner. In 1925 he served as moderator. He is 
the oldest living former moderator. He was or- 
dained a Presbyterian minister 77 years ago. He 
holds the distinction of being the oldest living 
alumnus of Davidson College and Union Theological 
Seminary. Dr. Summ has always been a staunch 
foe of Union with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
When interviewed at this meeting by the Associated 

rter Dr. Summey said “I am against 

believe in unity not in unicity. That is, 

believe in agreeing in heart with people and not 

just in conforming. The church is decidedly better 
off while it remains ia 

The morning sermon was preached by Dr. S. R. 
Diehl of Martinsburg, W. Va. Dr. Diehl used as 
his subject “The Offense of the Cross.” Due to 
the fact that this sermon will be printed in The 


pe 
ui A Add i 

Southern Presbyterian Journal we shall omit quota- 

tions. This reporter has attended a number of the 

General Assemblies and heard the Sunday morning 


sermons, but this one will remain as one of the 


most outstanding, especially from the standpoint of 
Christian content. He has heard sermons at the 
Assembly delivered with as much or more dramatic 
appeal, but none that ever drew the hearts of the 
people closer to the L and better prepared them 
to partake worthily of the Lord’s Supper. 


Austin College A Cappella 
Choir 

At 3 o’clock Sunday afternoon the Assembly had 
the pleasure of hearing the Austin College A Cap- 
pella Choir of Sherman, Tex. This choir was under 
the direction of Prof Robert W. Bedford. The 
commissioners were thrilled by the moving numbers 
of these talented young people. Four main groups 
of Christian songs were given. They closed with 
some selections from the Negro Spirituals. 


The Next Assembly 


Two invitations were extended to the commis- 
sioners for the 1951 meeting. The first was given 
a year ago at Montreat and repeated this year. It 
came from the First Presbyterian Church of Orlan- 
do, Fla. Dr. Marshall Dendy, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church stated “next year we shall 
observe our 75th anniversary. We want you to 
come with us and share our joy.” Dr. Dendy was 
ably supported in this invitation by Ruling Elder 
N. P. Yowell. Dr. J. R. McGregor, President of 
Mountain Retreat Association invited the Assembly 
back to Montreat. The invitation to Orlando was 
accepted. 


Appraisal 


Like the stars in the heavens General Assemblies 


differ. No two are identical. The complexion 
changes from year to year. This fact was especial- 
ly noticeable at the 1950 meeting. Many commis- 
sioners were present for the first time and came to 
the Assembly unacquainted with the issues to be 
decided. 


One thing should be said in behalf of this As- 
sembly and that is the problem of absenteeism was 
not as great as in former years. The commissioners 
attended more strictly to business than has been 
the habit for some time. 


The behavior of this Assembly, while not any 
worse than some we have seen in recent years, 
could have been improved. The growing tendency 
to applaud speakers, which is prohibited in this 
church court, was violated a number of times. On 
the last day the moderator was forced to call 
attention to this fact. The interruption of speakers 
was not as evident as we have seen, yet, we ob- 
served it on several occasions. Perhaps it would 
be appropriate for the Stated Clerk to prepare a 
leaflet entitled “Etiquette at the General Assembly” 
and hand one to each commissioner on the first 
night. 


Before this report is brought to a close a few 
observations evaluating this meeting are in order. 


1. The machinery of this meeting, as a result of 
the reorganization plan, is a great improvement. 
Much time was saved. The Standing Committees 
had more time for their meetings. This gave a 
greater continuity of thought. The changes made 
we believe are in the interest of efficiency. 


2. Throughout the discussions of the Assembly on 
various subjects, one could observe a growing tend- 
ency toward ecclesiasticism and a corresponding 
decrease in the recognition of the priority of our 
confession. All who know their church history 
should be vigilant at this point. 


3. It was evident that some commissioners enter- 
tained an erroneous and unworthy conception of 
what constitutes a Presbyterian, especially a South- 
ern Presbyterian. Some seem to feel today that 
because a commissioner does not see eye to eye 
with him or is unwilling to compromise cherished 
convictions, he is not a good Southern Presbyterian. 
Sometime in the future we expect to come back 
to this important subject “what is a Presbyterian?” 


4. As we endeavor to get an overall picture of 
our church we are impressed with the tremendous 
opportunities which God has placed before us. 
Industry is moving South. Many retired people are 
coming to the South because of more favorable 
climatic conditions. Childbirth is larger in the 
South than in other sections. If with all these 
favorable factors our church would take its mission 
seriously, we believe that under the blessings of 
Christ we could double our membership within 10 
years. If a revival on a large scale should come to 
the South we could have a membership of a million 
in less than this time. Let us pray for this revival. 


By praying together, planning together and work- 
ing together and witnessing together, the Lord can 
use our church in a great way in the future. We 
should take the retiring moderator’s message 
seriously and put the emphasis where Christ placed 
it—on evangelism. Christ will never withhold His 
choicest blessings from an obedient church with 
this emphasis, 
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I have traveled extensively as Moderator. I have 
had a great experience. Summing up a day or so 
ago, I find that I have traveled between 25,000 
and 30,000 miles. 2,500 miles by bus, 5,000 miles 
by airplane; 10,000 miles by train and 7,500 miles 
in my own car. I have gone only to places where 
I have had an invitation, which is evidence to me 
of the fact that the church is coming more and 
more to use the Moderator so that this office is by 
now practically a full-time job. I have not been 
able to accept all invitations. 


I believe our church is one the eve of a great 
revival. Our evangelistic emphasis is bearing fruit. 
Our chureh during the year just closed registered 
a large increase in professions of faith in Christ 
and the evidence is that we may look for a larger 
increase this year. 


One True Hope for Men 


Many evangelists are calling attention to the 
threats of war and the unsettled conditions of 
American, Europe, Asia and other countries. The 
spread of knowledge, by communication, by travel, 
by quick transportation, the growth of the radio, 


the moving picture and television are awakening 
human minds and hearts that have been steeped in 
ignorance and superstition. We fear the inroads 
of Communism which is offering men a share in 
earth’s good things, and promises to win for them 
liberty, prosperity and the pursuit of happiness, 
but which mean new slavery to the state, rather 
than the freedom they hope for to the down- 
trodden. These evangelists are saying the true 
hope for men is in Jesus Christ and his salvation, 
not in the overturning of states and parties. The 
missionaries tell us that millions are awakening to 
the call of the gospel in Japan, India and China. 
Leaders are asking for eight million copies of the 
Scriptures for Japan alone, where America now 
has the chance of millenniums. 


The church in America is on the march for 
evangelism. There is at present a great evangelistic 
advance in this country which plans to have some 
kind of evangelistic effort in every city and village 
on the continent. This effort will also be centered 
in colleges; and teaching missions to awaken the 
concern of the church will be undertaken on a com- 
munity-wide basis. All the churches are aligning 
their people to attempt visitation evangelism ef- 
forts, which result in censuses that locate strangers 
and arouse indifferent families to the need of the 
church in their lives. With juvenile delinquency 
and divorce, twin evils that are cursing America, 
growing by leaps and bounds, these efforts to 
arouse people to their religious needs are bound to 
attract many indifferent and antagonistic families 
to the church. All of these efforts will reduce 
crime, beverage alcohol drinking, gambling, and the 
use of the Sabbath for secular games and needless 
travel. If America does not wake up, we may find 
our religious life so shot through with materialism 
and secularism that there will come down on us 
the curse that was visited on God’s people of old 
who forgot him, his worship and his Sabbaths. 





Signs of Revival 


As I have traveled here and there over the South 
during the past year, I have been greatly impressed 
by the signs of revival in our land. I have found 
world fellowship in the observance of World Com- 
munion Sunday, and race, color and clan have 
realized the oneness of the Christian brotherhood. 
I have seen the tenderness that Christmas brings 
as the children responded to the call of the Child 
of Bethlehem. I have seen great throngs gather at 
sunrise at Easter for the celebration of the Savior’s 
resurrection; and I have seen the churches crowded 
with worshippers on this one day, which appeals to 
men and women, youth and children to cherish 
their heritage of the hope of a resurrection from 
the dead. I have seen pastors giving special in- 
struction to the young, leading them to a decision 
day when they will accept Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 


I have been conscious of a new note in the pulpit, 
a renewal of the preaching of the Cross as the 
hope of eternal life. I have seen the men of the 
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church taking another grasp on their opportunity, 
men working for men. I have been conscious that 
the women are realizing that the church needs not 
only study of missions and increase of gifts, but 
the conviction that their homes must be centers of 
evangelistic effort. We have witnessed a great 
increase in the Sunday school enrollment and as 
the birthrate has increased, we have seen the 
toddlers and the children troop in masses to their 
classes to learn the story of Jesus. What a unique 
opportunity these children offer for evangelism as 
the teachers lead these budding minds and hearts 
to know the Savior who said, “Suffer little children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them not; for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.” And with the growth 
of the Vacation Schools many children whose 
parents are indifferent to the regular church 
service find a way to Christ in these opportunities 
for improving vacation periods. 


Special Services in Every Church 


I have grown more and more impressed with the 
need for special evangelistic services in every 
church. Every church year ought to have a week 
or two-weeks revival meeting. Unless that is done, 
the church will grow cold and indifferent to Christ’s 
call for repentance. Some churches are apathetic 
to these special periods but those churches which 
have revival seasons regularly are the ones that 
add to their rolls such as are being saved. Some- 
times community-wide series, in which churches of 
all denominations unite, will arouse cities and towns 
as local and denominational meetings cannot do. 


I have noted the increase of camps for churches 
and groups of churches. Some sections are putting 
large sums of money into these projects, and they 
are paying tremendous dividends in giving the 
young a sense of the church’s interest in their 
welfare. Groups of youth and children come to- 
gether not only to play, but to engage in serious 
study of the Bible and Christian living. Here also 
many recruits for Christian service are enlisted. 
Young men feel and hear the call to the ministry 
and many girls volunteer for church work as sec- 
retaries and directors of religion. Many get the 
ambition for a Christian education in church col- 
leges, and all of these youth are fastened anew to 
the church. And now I come to my message. 


... What I shall say may seem trite to many of 
you but I feel that these things should be said over 
and over again and brought to bear upon the minds 


and hearts of the membership of our beloved 
church. 


I take for my text Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold 
fast the profession of our faith without wavering.” 


There is a disposition on the part of many today 
to discard the old landmarks of righteousness as 
entirely out of date. New and untried means and 
methods of betterment are proposed. New thought 
would displace “the word of God as the rule of 
faith and practice.’’ Many would make the Sabbath 
a day of pleasure seeking instead of a day of rest 
and worship. Not a few have thought the church 
has outlived its usefulness. They no longer throng 
its courts or attend its services. They vainly seek 
spiritual satisfaction from the husks of worldly 
entertainment. Therefore, my brethren, let us hold 
fast to the Word, the Christian Sabbath, and the 
Christian Church. I want, if I may, to call your 
attention to the fact that, in our not holding fast 
to the things that are proven, we are crucifying 
afresh Christ our Savior. 
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The Crucifixion Goes On 


The writer to the Hebrews insists that there are 
those “who crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh and put him to an open shame.” The cruci- 
fixion of Christ is not in essence the driving of 
nails through his hands and feet and hanging him 
upon a Cross. Who crucified our Savior? Certain- 
ly not those who drove the nails in his hands and 
feet. Not the soldiers who performed the physical 
part of it. Who murdered Uriah? Certainly not 
the Ammonite who smote him before the walls of 
Rabbah. The guilty one was far away in a king’s 
palace ... 


Because the crucifixion in its essence is moral 
and not physical it cannot be confined to any age. 
In every age there have been and will be those who 
will climb the hill of Calvary and join the jeering 
crowd. Our own generation is no exception. The 
average preacher before the average audience today 
faces some of those who have part in the modern 
crucifixion of our Lord. 


I. Let us hold fast to spiritual values and not 
sell them for the material. Judas represents this 
attitude in the ancient crucifixion. The grasping 
sin of greed caused Judas to sell out everything 
that was high and holy in his nature, and caused 
him to cry out against the woman who anointed 
Jesus. The call of conscience was not as loud as 
the clink of the coin. So Christ went to the Cross. 
Judas did not weave the crown of thorns, he drove 
no nails but he crucified Christ, he sold out the 
spiritual for the material. 


We find ourselves in an age where it is so easy 
to follow Judas and sell out the spiritual for the 
material. The material development of America 
has been more wonderful in the last century than 
any book of fiction ever written. Nature has be- 
come a sort of an Aladdin’s lamp which some scien- 
tific genius rubs, and, lo, there stands before us 
some new and wonderful development that thrills 
our souls! The impossible has been done so often 
and the amazing has been so many times produced 
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we have lost our sense of wonder. Power has been 
magnified, wealth has been increased. We are 
maddened with material lust, drunk with material 
power and we are seeking first the glitter of gold 
and the power and pleasure that it can bring. We 
must have the finest place for a home, the highest 
priced automobile. Money-mad we plunge on after 
speed in such an age and such a state and in such 
an atmosphere the tragedy of Judas is easily enac- 
ted. The politician who for spoils of office has 
sold his conscience, the business man who has 
bartered his soul for a dishonest deal, the society 
woman who has betrayed the best that is in her to 
make the social grade have all joined the crucifiers 
of Christ... 


If you are a victim of selfishness in any form 
you were represented at the Cross. Hold fast to 
the spiritual. 


Il. Many have lost their zeal through modern 
indifference. If there is one thing that is crippling 
the church’s usefulness more than any other it is 
the indifference manifested by so many church 
members today. A marked characteristic of this 
age is its indifference. In our day Jesus is not 
hurt so much by skeptics, infidels and atheists. 
The cause of Christ is hurt most by professing, un- 
regenerate Christians, church members who neglect 
their spiritual responsibilities, who do not put God 
first; members who will not humble themselves in 
the sight of the Lord and conform to his command- 
ments. Yes, we have spiritual cowards in every 
ehurch and community because it is often easier 
to face gun fire, bombs and the sword than it is to 
stand by our spiritual convictions. Peter has many 
friends today because most people are spiritual 
cowards in some degree. The fate of Christ was a 
matter of utter indifference to Pilate; all he wanted 
was to get rid of him. Christ had given him a lot 
of trouble and the one thing for which he wished 
is that he might wash his hands of him and forget 
him. Pilate drove no nails but his utter indifference 
crucified the Christ. Many men want to forget the 
Cross. It is a disturbing element in their lives. 


I am told that in the North thousands of churches 
are closed Sunday nights because of lack of inter- 
est, and the same tendency is now infecting the 
South. Religious statistics show that of the popula- 
tion of some of our states, eight per cent go to 
church in the morning and only two per cent at 
night. As for the other 90 per cent they are 
loafing at home, sleeping away the day, reading 
the Sunday newspapers, rolling over the roads in 
a new car, out on golf links, attending ball games, 
joining the crowds at Sunday theatres with no 
thought of God. Really many of them are troubled 
because the church and the minister remind them 
of that which they are trying to forget... 


The crucified Christ stands by the ceaseless rush 
today with out-stretched wounded hands but they 
heed him not. He stands at the crossroads of traf- 
fic today bidding the multitudes, ‘Come unto me,” 
“Follow me,” but their eyes are fastened upon the 
material things, the questionable pleasure offered 
by Satan and his cohorts and they have neither time 
nor inclination to look upon the Prince of Peace as 
they pass by. The sin of indifference is at its 
height, it seems to me. I see a violent mob about 
the Cross. On Palm Sunday they cried, “Hosanna: 
Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” Four days later they cry, 
“Crucify him, crucify him.” What a contrast! 
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Does it mean that people are really indifferent to 
Jesus on both days? Yes, the indifferent crowd 
was there when they crucified my Lord, nor is it an 
ancient tragedy. Take a walk about any American 
city during the hour of worship and you will come 
back with a heavy heart... 


In a national, religious survey it was found that 
91% of our American women believe in God, 75% 
believed that children should have definite religious 
instruction, but it was also discovered that only 
47% of these women make any effort to attend 
church. What a graphic picture of American in- 
difference! “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in Heaven.” 


Do you ever find yourself guilty of indifference? 
If you are guilty, you were there with the crowd 
when they crucified my Lord! How is the modern 
ministry, how are the zealous men and women of 
the church to meet the modern indifference? In- 
difference in the pulpit and in the pew to this con- 
dition can never do anything to remedy it. Peter 
met the crucifiers of the Savior with a passionate 
belief in the resurrection of his Lord. Only with a 
like earnestness can we hope to make any impres- 
sion on the spiritual indifference of the hour. Let 
us hold fast to our zeal, to our passionate belief in 
the crucifixion and in the resurrection of our Lord. 


III. Let us hold fast to our belief. Unbelief of 
old crucified Christ and it is the same today. The 
attitude is represented by the Sadducees and Phari- 
sees and the rulers of the people who believed not 
on him. They saw his wonderful miracles and 
heard him speak as never man spake. There was 
abundant evidence that their evil hearts were hard- 
ened and they said he had a devil. They charged 
him with blaspheming. They said the holiest being 
on earth was a criminal. So does unbelief warp 
man’s judgment. So it is today. It is unbelief 
that produces indifference and prompts men to sell 
the spiritual for the material. Ancient unbelief 
called him a blasphemer and a devil. Modern un- 
belief is more polite. It says he was a gentle 
dreamer. He was a good man whose righteousness 
brought him persecution; that he swooned on the 
cross and that the damp air of the tomb revived 
him. They crown him with a rose wreath of studied 
politeness and nail him to a cross of hollow, heart- 
less praise. Not only that, but the Word of God 
has been assailed. They say it is a revelation, not 
from God but of God. Being a revelation of God 
by fallible men it is full of error, myth and ab- 
surdity. Modern doubt does not hesitate to attack 
the Bible, the deity of Christ or any other of the 
fundamentals of our religion ... To me it is only 
a form of unbelief. It means that the mocking mob 
still climbs the hill called Calvary, to spit their 
et and unbelief in the face of him who died for 
them. 


How far this unbelief may have penetrated the 
Protestant Church is a matter on which men differ. 
But it seems to me that a way faring man, though 
a fool, can see that it is growing. A certain lawyer 
said to me not long ago that he could not reconcile 
the God of the Old Testament with the God of the 
New Testament; that Moses never received the Ten 
Commandments direct from God, and that he made 
a hit with the new doctrine of that day first an- 
nounced in his Ten Commandments—namely, mono- 
theism, that of the worship of one God. This 
lawyer is a member of the Christian Church. 
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church taking another grasp on their opportunity, 
men working for men. I have been conscious that 
the women are realizing that the church needs not 
only study of missions and increase of gifts, but 
the conviction that their homes must be centers of 
evangelistic effort. We have witnessed a great 
increase in the Sunday school enrollment and as 
the birthrate has increased, we have seen the 
toddlers and the children troop in masses to their 
classes to learn the story of Jesus. What a unique 
opportunity these children offer for evangelism as 
the teachers lead these budding minds and hearts 
to know the Savior who said, “Suffer little children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them not; for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.” And with the growth 
of the Vacation Schools many children whose 
parents are indifferent to the regular church 
service find a way to Christ in these opportunities 
for improving vacation periods. 


Special Services in Every Church 


I have grown more and more impressed with the 
need for special evangelistic services in every 
church. Every church year ought to have a week 
or two-weeks revival meeting. Unless that is done, 
the church will grow cold and indifferent to Christ’s 
call for repentance. Some churches are apathetic 
to these special periods but those churches which 
have revival seasons regularly are the ones that 
add to their rolls such as are being saved. Some- 
times community-wide series, in which churches of 
all denominations unite, will arouse cities and towns 
as local and denominational meetings cannot do. 


I have noted the increase of camps for churches 
and groups of churches. Some sections are putting 
large sums of money into these projects, and they 
are paying tremendous dividends in giving the 
young a sense of the church’s interest in their 
welfare. Groups of youth and children come to- 
gether not only to play, but to engage in serious 
study of the Bible and Christian living. Here also 
many recruits for Christian service are enlisted. 
Young men feel and hear the call to the ministry 
and many girls volunteer for church work as sec- 
retaries and directors of religion. Many get the 
ambition for a Christian education in church col- 
leges, and all of these youth are fastened anew to 
the church. And now I come to my message. 


... What I shall say may seem trite to many of 
you but I feel that these things should be said over 
and over again and brought to bear upon the minds 
and hearts of the membership of our beloved 
church. 


I take for my text Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold 
fast the profession of our faith without wavering.” 


There is a disposition on the part of many today 
to discard the old landmarks of righteousness as 
entirely out of date. New and untried means and 
methods of betterment are proposed. New thought 
would displace “the word of God as the rule of 
faith and practice.’’ Many would make the Sabbath 
a day of pleasure seeking instead of a day of rest 
and worship. Not a few have thought the church 
has outlived its usefulness. They no longer throng 
its courts or attend its services. They vainly seek 
spiritual satisfaction from the husks of worldly 
entertainment. Therefore, my brethren, !et us hold 
fast to the Word, the Christian Sabbath, and the 
Christian Church. I want, if I may, to call your 
attention to the fact that, in our not holding fast 
to the things that are proven, we are crucifying 
afresh Christ our Savior. 
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The Crucifixion Goes On 


The writer to the Hebrews insists that there are 
those “who crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh and put him to an open shame.” The cruci- 
fixion of Christ is not in essence the driving of 
nails through his hands and feet and hanging him 
upon a Cross. Who crucified our Savior? Certain- 
ly not those who drove the nails in his hands and 
feet. Not the soldiers who performed the physical 
part of it. Who murdered Uriah? Certainly not 
the Ammonite who smote him before the walls of 
Rabbah. The guilty one was far away in a king’s 
palace 


Because the crucifixion in its essence is moral 
and not physical it cannot be confined to any age. 
In every age there have been and will be those who 
will climb the hill of Calvary and join the jeering 
crowd. Our own generation is no exception. The 
average preacher before the average audience today 
faces some of those who have part in the modern 
crucifixion of our Lord. 


I. Let us hold fast to spiritual values and not 
sell them for the material. Judas represents this 
attitude in the ancient crucifixion. The grasping 
sin of greed caused Judas to sell out everything 
that was high and holy in his nature, and caused 
him to cry out against the woman who anointed 
Jesus. The call of conscience was not as loud as 
the clink of the coin. So Christ went to the Cross. 
Judas did not weave the crown of thorns, he drove 
no nails but he crucified Christ, he sold out the 
spiritual for the material. 


We find ourselves in an age where it is so easy 
to follow Judas and sell out the spiritual for the 
material. The material development of America 
has been more wonderful in the last century than 
any book of fiction ever written. Nature has be- 
come a sort of an Aladdin’s lamp which some scien- 
tific genius rubs, and, lo, there stands before us 
some new and wonderful development that thrills 
our souls! The impossible has been done so often 
and the amazing has been so many times produced 
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we have lost our sense of wonder. Power has been 
magnified, wealth has been increased. We are 
maddened with material lust, drunk with material 
power and we are seeking first the glitter of gold 
and the power and pleasure that it can bring. We 
nust have the finest place for a home, the highest 
priced automobile. Money-mad we plunge on after 
speed in such an age and such a state and in such 
an atmosphere the tragedy of Judas is easily enac- 
ted. The politician who for spoils of office has 
sold his conscience, the business man who has 
bartered his soul for a dishonest deal, the society 
woman who has betrayed the best that is in her to 
make the social grade have all joined the crucifiers 
of Christ... 


If you are a victim of selfishness in any form 
you were represented at the Cross. Hold fast to 
the spiritual. 


II. Many have lost their zeal through modern 
indifference. If there is one thing that is crippling 
the church’s usefulness more than any other it is 
the indifference manifested by so many church 
members today. A marked characteristic of this 
age is its indifference. In our day Jesus is not 
hurt so much by skeptics, infidels and atheists. 
The cause of Christ is hurt most by professing, un- 
regenerate Christians, church members who neglect 
their spiritual responsibilities, who do not put God 
first; members who will not humble themselves in 
the sight of the Lord and conform to his command- 
ments. Yes, we have spiritual cowards in every 
ehurch and community because it is often easier 
to face gun fire, bombs and the sword than it is to 
stand by our spiritual convictions. Peter has many 
friends today because most people are spiritual 
cowards in some degree. The fate of Christ was a 
matter of utter indifference to Pilate; all he wanted 
was to get rid of him. Christ had given him a lot 
of trouble and the one thing for which he wished 
is that he might wash his hands of him and forget 
him. Pilate drove no nails but his utter indifference 
crucified the Christ. Many men want to forget the 
Cross. It is a disturbing element in their lives. 


I am told that in the North thousands of churches 
are closed Sunday nights because of lack of inter- 
est, and the same tendency is now infecting the 
South. Religious statistics show that of the popula- 
tion of some of our states, eight per cent go to 
church in the morning and only two per cent at 
night. As for the other 90 per cent they are 
loafing at home, sleeping away the day, reading 
the Sunday newspapers, rolling over the roads in 
a new car, out on golf links, attending ball games, 
joining the crowds at Sunday theatres with no 
thought of God. Really many of them are troubled 
because the church and the minister remind them 
of that which they are trying to forget... 


The crucified Christ stands by the ceaseless rush 
today with out-stretched wounded hands but they 
heed him not. He stands at the crossroads of traf- 
fie today bidding the multitudes, “‘Come unto me,” 
“Follow me,” but their eyes are fastened upon the 
material things, the questionable pleasure offered 
by Satan and his cohorts and they have neither time 
nor inclination to look upon the Prince of Peace as 
they pass by. The sin of indifference is at its 
height, it seems to me. I see a violent mob about 
the Cross. On Palm Sunday they cried, “Hosanna: 
Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” Four days later they cry, 
“Crucify him, crucify him.” What a contrast! 


Does it mean that people are really indifferent to 
Jesus on both days? Yes, the indifferent crowd 
was there when they crucified my Lord, nor is it an 
ancient tragedy. Take a walk about any American 
city during the hour of worship and you will come 
back with a heavy heart... 


In a national, religious survey it was found that 
91% of our American women believe in God, 75% 
believed that children should have definite religious 
instruction, but it was also discovered that only 
47% of these women make any effort to attend 
church. What a graphic picture of American in- 
difference! “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in Heaven.” 


Do you ever find yourself guilty of indifference? 
If you are guilty, you were there with the crowd 
when they crucified my Lord! How is the modern 
ministry, how are the zealous men and women of 
the church to meet the modern indifference? In- 
difference in the pulpit and in the pew to this con- 
dition can never do anything to remedy it. Peter 
met the crucifiers of the Savior with a passionate 
belief in the resurrection of his Lord. Only with a 
like earnestness can we hope to make any impres- 
sion on the spiritual indifference of the hour. Let 
us hold fast to our zeal, to our passionate belief in 
the crucifixion and in the resurrection of our Lord. 


III. Let us hold fast to our belief. Unbelief of 
old crucified Christ and it is the same today. The 
attitude is represented by the Sadducees and Phari- 
sees and the rulers of the people who believed not 
on him. They saw his wonderful miracles and 
heard him speak as never man spake. There was 
abundant evidence that their evil hearts were hard- 
ened and they said he had a devil. They charged 
him with blaspheming. They said the holiest being 
on earth was a criminal. So does unbelief warp 
man’s judgment. So it is today. It is unbelief 
that produces indifference and prompts men to sell 
the spiritual for the material. Ancient unbelief 
called him a blasphemer and a devil. Modern un- 
belief is more polite. It says he was a gentle 
dreamer. He was a good man whose righteousness 
brought him persecution; that he swooned on the 
cross and that the damp air of the tomb revived 
him. They crown him with a rose wreath of studied 
politeness and nail him to a cross of hollow, heart- 
less praise. Not only that, but the Word of God 
has been assailed. They say it is a revelation, not 
from God but of God. Being a revelation of God 
by fallible men it is full of error, myth and ab- 
surdity. Modern doubt does not hesitate to attack 
the Bible, the deity of Christ or any other of the 
fundamentals of our religion ... To me it is only 
a form of unbelief. It means that the mocking mob 
still climbs the hill called Calvary, to spit their 


hate and unbelief in the face of him who died for 
them. 


How far this unbelief may have penetrated the 
Protestant Church is a matter on which men differ. 
But it seems to me that a way faring man, though 
a fool, can see that it is growing. A certain lawyer 
said to me not long ago that he could not reconcile 
the God of the Old Testament with the God of the 
New Testament; that Moses never received the Ten 
Commandments direct from God, and that he made 
a hit with the new doctrine of that day first an- 
nounced in his Ten Commandments—namely, mono- 
theism, that of the worship of one God. This 
lawyer is a member of the Christian Church. 





Page 16 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


July 1, 1950 





In many places in pulpit and pew the flower of 
unbelief is in full bloom; in others its roots may be 
taking hold. When the church loses her message 
and forsakes the creeds for which the saints and 
our forefathers have died she is doomed... 


One prays with all his soul that modern infidelity 
may never get hold or take root in our glorious 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. He hopes not against 
hope, for we are confident that the faith of Calvin, 
Knox and Thomas Cary Johnson will never cease 
to proclaim a message that shall provide food for 
the hungry heart and cleansing for the sinsick soul. 
3ut, we must be on our guard. Let us put on the 


whole armor of God and with hearts that are un- 
afraid go forth to witness and preach the glory of 
a blood-stained cross. Let us catch step and march 
forth with faces alight with the glory of our holy 
cause, lifting anew the battle song. 


“Lead on, O King eternal; 

We follow not with fears; 
For gladness breaks like morning 
Where’er they face appears. 

Thy cross is lifted o’er us, 
We journey in its light. 

The crown awaits the conquest, 
Lead on, O God of might.” 








Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For July 16: Ruth, A 
Symbol Of Family Loyalty 


Scripture: Ruth. Devotional Reading: Proverbs 
31:10-31. 


Turning from Moses to Ruth is like turning from 
some majestic mountain peak to a little grass 
covered knoll in the valley, from a king’s palace to 
a home on a hill-top. 


The book itself is indeed refreshing, after the 
dreary and sordid details of the time of the judges 
as we see them in the last chapters of that dark age 
of Isreael’s history. But more refreshing than the 
book is Ruth herself the unspoiled, simple, loyal 
Moabitish maiden. 


The portrait of ‘“‘a virtuous woman” painted for 
us in our devotional reading could be applied to this 
girl as to many another obscure but devoted wife 
and mother. I have just come from such a home 
where just such a person lives and I could see the 
devotion to her family, and the children who rise 
up to call her blessed. There are many such homes 
in this community. Thank God for them. 


We can take courage and hope from such homes 
as we read the details of broken and blasted 
marriages in the papers. They refresh our souls 
after reading and hearing so much of unfaithful- 
ness and tragedy. These Christian American homes 
where husband and wife dwell together in peace, 
love and harmony and where children are being 
reared to know and love Christ, are the hope and 
backbone of our land. 


The story begins in sadness but ends in joy. 
Faith is at a low ebb at the beginning but glows 
brighter toward the end. I would like to treat the 
book under five heads: (1) The exiles in the land of 
Moab, (2) The return to own country, (3) The 
rich reward, or gleaning in the fields, (4) Naomi 
takes a part, and (5) Boaz redeems the land. 


I. The Exiles: 1:1-5 


A sad story in a few words: “Famine in the 
land.” This had often caused people to leave. 
Famines have a great deal to do with the history, 
and the sins and troubles, of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Whether lack of faith led to these depar- 
tures from the land is not entirely clear, but their 


experiences were often well nigh disastrous. In the 


case of this family three sad deaths left three 
widows in the world: Naomi, Orpah and Ruth. The 
land of exile had been indeed a sad experience for 
Naomi, for it looked as though she would be left 
alone in her sorrow. 


Il. The Return to the Land 
of Israel: 1:22 


The news comes that God has visited His people 
and that there is bread in the land again. So Naomi 
resolves to return to her own country. 


Both daughters-in-law seem devoted to her. We 
have a beautiful picture of the love that is called 
forth by genuine goodness. This scene is a splendid 
and most revealing commentary upon the character 
of Naomi. A woman who could inspire such feel- 
ings on the part of these younger women of a 
strange nationality must have had a stronger and 
attractive personality. 


There is a striking difference, however, between 
Orpah and Ruth. The one, while grieved at parting 
from Naomi, chose to go back to her people and her 
gods, while the other chose that better part which 
proved the turning point in her career. There comes 
a choice, a parting of the ways: 


To every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low; 

And every man decideth 
Which way his soul shall go. 


Orpah, though grieved and drawn by love for her 
mother-in-law, chose the lower way and went back 
to her people; Ruth chose the higher way which led 
her into the pathway of God. Verses 16 and 17 
comprise one of the most beautiful and best known 
of all Bible passages. This, perhaps, is one of the 
reasons why literary critics call this book the most 
beautiful story ever written. 


(It is said that Benjamin Franklin read it to 
some Frenchmen. There were amazed at its beauty 
and asked where he found it). The whole story, 
however, in its simplicity and touching scenes is a 
thing of surpassing beauty. 


The reception given Naomi by the women of 
Bethlehem and her words in verses 20-21 show the 
depth of sorrow and the tragedy which had over- 
taken the family. Man’s extremity is always God’s 
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opportunity. Naomi and Ruth have reached this 
extreme place and now begin to see how the Provil- 
ence of God is guiding and over-ruling their lives 
and destiny. 


III. Gleaning in the Fields: 2:1-23 


We are all familiar with the picture, “Ruth, the 
Gleaner.’”’ God had made provision for the poor. It 
was a very wise provision. The farmers were to 
leave some of the grain and grapes, not being too 
careful to gather it all. Notice the difference 
between His method and some of our modern 
methods. Much of our relief encourages laziness. 
We would have taxed Boaz and taken the money 
and handed it out to Ruth and Naomi while they did 
nothing. God provided a better method, one which 
encouraged industry and also gave an opportunity 
for generosity on the part of the rich. Boaz ordered 
the reapers to let some fall on purpose. 


Ruth worked hard and supported her mother-in- 
law while Boaz did his part. In this rich man we 
have an ideal picture of a successful farmer and 
his helpers and the fine relationship which existed 
between them. One expression in verse 3 helps us 
to understand that God’s hand was in all these 
incidents; “and her hap was to light on a part of 
the field belonging to Boaz.” Nothing comes by 
chance to God’s people, He guides. We see here 
the Providence of God almost as clearly as in the 
case of Joseph. 


IV. Naomi Takes a Part: Chapter 3 


It has been said that most women are “born 
matchmakers.’”’ We cannot understand this chapter 
without remembering the law of God concerning the 
redemption of land and of marriage. (See Deuter- 
onomy 25:5-9 and Leviticus 25:25). 


Naomi had the interest of her daughter-in-law at 
heart and planned to take advantage of the laws 
referred to above. The character of Ruth is fully 
vindicated by the simple statement of Boaz: “For 
all the city of my people doth know that thou art a 
virtuous woman.”’ She was but claiming the protec- 
tion and help of her rightful kinsman and redeemer. 


V. Boaz Redeems the Land: Chapter 4 


Naomi understood human nature and the heart 
of Boaz well enough to know that he would not rest 
until he had settled this matter. There was one 
obstacle in the way: there was another kinsman 
who had the “priority’”’ as we would term it today. 


The business was concluded in the character- 
istic manner of that time. “The Gate” was the place 
where all such questions were settled; it being a 
sort of public “court”. Boaz assembles ten men of 
the elders of the city and the other kinsman and 
brings the matter before them. As to the land, the 
nearer kinsman was ready to redeem it, but when he 
learned that he would have to marry Ruth as a 
part of the agreement, he refused, lest he mar his 
own inheritance, so he said: “I cannot redeem it.” 
(Perhaps this other man was already married). 


This was entirely to Boaz’s liking, for we can 
“read between the lines” well enough to see that his 
heart was in this and he wished to make Ruth his 
wife. So the bargain was concluded and witnessed 
before the elders of the city and all those who were 
in the gate: they said “we are witnesses” and pro- 
nounced a blessing upon the couple. 
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We come now to the part of the story which 
makes it especially valuable in the canon of Scrip- 
ture. A child is born and named Obed. He is the 
father of Jesse, the father of David. In geneal- 
ogical tables all the names are not necessarily 
given: sometimes, only the most prominent, and 
“father” often means grand-father or great-grand- 
father. In Ruth we have another Gentile strain 
entering into the ancestry of our Lord. 





Lesson For July 23: Samuel, 


The Upright Judge 


Scripture: I Samuel 2:26; 3:1-10, 19-21; 7:3-6, 
15-16; 9, 10; 12:1-5; 13:5-15. Devotional Reading: 
Proverbs 11:1-14. 


In Proverbs 11:1-14 we are told “the integrity of 
the upright shall guide them”; “The righteousness 
of the upright shall deliver them,” and “‘by the 
blessing of the upright the city is exalted.” If ever 
there was a need for an upright judge and an up- 
right man it was in the dark and chaotic days of 
Israel after Joshua died. Of all the judges Samuel 
was the best and the most outstanding. He was a 
sort of “rallying point’? for the nation, and even 
after a king was anointed and reigned, he was the 

“power behind the throne,” rebuking the king and 
pronouncing judgment upon him. 


Samuel was indeed “planted in the house of the 
Lord,” and is a noteworthy example of the influ- 
ence of a godly mother. He came in answer to 
prayer, and as she had promised, Hannah loaned 
him to the Lord all the days of his life and brought 
him to the tabernacle when but a child and turned 
him over to Eli, the priest. 


I. Samuel, a Remarkable Boy: 
2:26; 3:1-10, 19-21 


The words in 2:26 remind us of both John the 
Baptist and Jesus: “And the child grew on, and was 
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in favor with the Lord, and also with men.” We 
are familiar with the circumstances of his birth and 
the vow which his mother made. She took him to 
the house of the Lord in Shiloh when she had 
weaned him and lent (granted, or returned), him 
to the Lord as long as he should live. We should 
expect something unusual of a boy with such a 
mother. 


Eli the priest was a good but weak man, over 
indulgent with his sons who became “sons of Belial, 
guilty of unspeakable wickedness.” But Samuel 
ministered before the Lord, being a child, girded 
with a linen ephod.” It seems that some good men 
can do a better job training other people’s children 
that they can with their own. We wonder about 
the mother of Eli’s sons. 


First, there came a man of God to Eli and both 
rebuked and warned him because he honored his 
sons before God. We would say that he “idolized” 


his sons and spoiled them in the bad sense of that 
word. 


In chapter 3:1-10 we have the call of Samuel in 
the night. This is one of the most familiar stories 
in the Bible and is of special value in teaching the 
lesson to children. Should we not expect and pray 
for such an experience for our sons and daughters? 
This is a very definite experience for this boy when 
he came to “know the Lord” and have His word 
revealed to him. 


We believe in dedicating children of Christian 
homes to the Lord in baptism, but we also know that 
the time must come when these children “ratify” 
for themselves what their parents have done for 
them in faith, as children of the covenant.” I, for 
one, believe very firmly if the parents are faithful 
to their vows when they present their children for 
baptism, the children when they come to years of 
accountability will respond, as Samuel did. 


Samuel has a distressing message to take to the 
old priest who had been so kind to him. We do not 
wonder that he hestitates and delays. Eli, however, 
urges him to speak and he “told him every whit 
and hid nothing from him.” Even as a boy Samuel 
was true to his message. The reason given for the 
coming judgment upon both Eli and his sons is, 
“Because his sons made themselves vile and he 
restrained them not.” Eli’s submission to God is a 
revelation of his character. 


This remarkable boy became known from Dan to 
Beersheba as an established prophet of the Lord. 


II. Leader and Judge: 7:3-6, 15, 16 


The ark had been taken by the Philistines, but 
severe judgments fell upon them and it was finally 
brought back to Kikjath-jearim where it remained 
for 20 years, “and all the house of Israel lamented 
after the Lord.” 


In 7:3-6 Samuel urged them to put away their 
false gods and return unto the Lord. There was 
real revival followed by a miraculous victory over 
the Philistines: “Then Samuel took a stone, and set 
it between Mispah and Shen, and called the name 
of it Ebenezer, saying, hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” 


And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his 
life. He was what we would call a circuit judge, 
Bethel, Gilgal, Mispeh and Ramah being the places 
where he held court. He seemed also to have 
established schools at these places, the beginning of 


“schools of the prophets,” so prominent in the days 
of Elijah. 
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III. ‘““King-Maker:’’ 9-10, “Make us a King!” 


It is strange that Samuel’s sons were wicked just 
as Eli’s had been. Is it possible that the busy 
“judge” did not take time to train his children, or 
was the fault in the mother? With the example of 
Eli before him and the recent judgments which be- 
fell his sons it would seem that Samuel would have 
restrained his own sons. The children of many 
good men in the Bible were evil. 


Samuel made his sons judges. Here is the first 
sign of weakness in this great man. Like Eli, he 
seemed to honor his sons before the good of the 
land. This gave the people the excuse they were 
only too ready to find, and they came with the 
request, “Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk 
not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us 
like all the nations.” How many sins creep into 
nations, homes and churches because we wish to 
copy some other nation, home or church. 


Samuel was greatly displeased and as usual he 
prayed unto the Lord. The Lord said to him, 
Hearken to the voice of the people. They have 
not rejected thee, but Me. But protest to them, 
warn them, tell them just what this is going to 
mean. God sometimes grants our requests, but sends 
leanness or sorrow into our souls. He granted their 
wish but warned them of the consequences. 
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Chapters 9 and 10 tell of the selection and anoint- 
ing of Saul, the first king. He had some admirable 
qualities: Physically he was every inch king, stand- 
ing head and shoulders above most men, and he 
starts out in a very humble and tactful manner. 
He was also endowed of God with the wisdom 
necessary for his office. This seems the best ex- 
planation of such expressions as, “God gave him 
another heart,” “The Spirit of God came upon 
him.” At any rate God gave him every opportunity 
to make a success, and for a time it looked as 
though he would. 


It is true that his reception was rather lukewarm 
even though they shouted, God save the king. Some 
were grumbling and dissatisfied, but after Saul 
rescues Jabesh-Gilhead the people seemed almost 
unanimous in their desire for him to be king. He 
shows a fine spirit when he replies to the suggestion 
that the objectors be put to death when he says: 
“There shall not a man be put to death this day: 
for the Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel.” 
How a man who could be so generous and tactful 
toward his fellowmen and so loyal to God, could 
make such a miserable failure, is one of the 
mysteries of our fallen human nature. 


IV. Vindicating himself and warning his 
nation: 12:1-5, and balance of chapter. 


Many of the outstanding men of the Bible do 
what Samuel did in these verses. They challenge 
their fellowmen to point out any mistakes and sins. 
How many of our public men today could do this? 
Witness against me before the Lord, he says to 
them, and they reply, Thou hath not defrauded us, 
nor oppressed us. 


He follows this with another warning accusing 
them of sin in asking for a king. After the thunder 
and rain at harvest time, they say, Pray for thy 
servants unto the Lord thy God, that we die not: for 
we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us 
a king. 


He then reassures them and urges them to turn 
not aside from following the Lord, for the Lord 
will not forsake his people for His great name’s 
sake. As for me, God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you. He 
closes with another word of warning: “But if ye 
shall still do wickedly ye shall be consumed, both ye 
and your king.” 


V. “King-Rebuker”’: 13:5-15 
(Also Chapter 15) 


Samuel had to severely rebuke and pronounce 
judgment upon the king whom he had anointed. 
The first rebuke came when Saul did a foolish and 
presumptous thing: in an emergency, when Samuel 
delayed his coming and the people were being 
scattered, Saul, as he explains it, “forced himself” 
and offered a burnt offering. It was a revelation 
of his wilful dispostion. The second and more 
severe rebuke came later in the matter of the 
Amalekites. (See 15:13-23). 





Lesson For July 30: David, A 


King Who Honored God 


Scripture: II Samuel 5:1-5; 6, 7; 9; 22; Psalms 
24:51. Devotional Reading: I Chronicles 29:10-19. 


One reason why the British Empire has stood as 
long as it has, is because, in spite of its faults and 
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fine personal charm ... He put the whole power of his spirit 
into his beseechings of Almighty God.” $2.50. 
—Congressional Record. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Pocket Bible Handbook 


By Hally 


An invaluable little sourcebook of all sorts of 
help in Bible Study. Briefly summarizes facts 
regarding each book and is helpful in many 
ways toward understanding of Biblical ar- 
rangement, study, etc. $2.00. 


ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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sins, it has honored God in the coronation of its 
rulers. It is “By the grace of God” that these men 
and women reign. 


Would it not be a great thing if there were the 
same recognition of God’s supreme sovereignty in 
the inauguration of our presidents and governors? 
They take the oath on the Bible, to be sure, but 
there ought to be a clearer declaration that all our 
officials rule “by the grace of God”; by permission 
of the Supreme Ruler of the universe. 


The first two kings of Israel were anointed by 
Samuel. Volumes have been written about David. 
There are so many ways of considering him: as the 
ruddy, but brave “country boy”; as the court 
favorite: the fugitive; the tactful aspirant to the 
throne; the wise and godly ruler; the successful 
soldier; the tragic sinner; the gifted poet and 
musician. 


The lesson today would have us concentrate our 
attention on David as the king who honored God. 
This is certainly one of the outstanding character- 
istics of the man. In whatever way you look at 
him, God seems to be uppermost in his thoughts. 
Even as a sinner this is true: “Against Thee, Thee 
only, have I sinned,” he cries in agony of soul. His 
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tender heart in relation to God was his greatest 
asset. This made him a man after God’s own heart 
in spite of much that was wrong in his life. 


Our devotional reading from II Chronicles, as 
Solomon is anointed king, is one of those frequent 
public acknowledgments of God: “Thine, O Lord, 
is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and 
the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heavens and in the earth is thine; thine is the king- 
dom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above 
all.” As someone has said, you cannot think of 
David as an idolater; he was both adulterer and 
murderer, but his whole being was centered on the 
God whom he loved and worshipped. Is it any 
wonder that God honored him? Them that honor 
me, I will honor. 


I. A Brief Summary of his reign: 
II Samuel 5:1-5 


David was 30 years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned 40 years. It would be well to look 
back and see how he stood those trying days when 
Saul hunted him like a wild animal. God often 
tests his men before He uses them. Notice especial- 
ly how he reacted to the death of Saul and Jona- 
than, and the tactful manner in which he overcame 
the prejudices and opposition and became the ruler 
of all Israel. He showed a great deal of political 
wisdom in his conciliatory attitude and in his public 
utterances. His lament over Saul and Jonathan is 
a sample of thi ‘tfulness. He was a shrewd 
politician of the Vy 


He reigned over Judah in Hebron for seven and 
a half years and in Jerusalem for 33 years. After 
the seven years of loyalty to the house of Saul, the 
northern tribes were only too glad to accept David 
as their king and he captured Jerusalem and made 
it his capital. 


II. The Ark Brought to Jerusalem: 6-7 


Ever since the defeat of the armies of Israel in 
the days of Eli (I Samuel 4-7:2) the ark had been 
in the house of Abinadab. 


As we would expect, David wanted the ark brought 
to Jerusalem. They placed it upon a new cart and 
started on their journey. When they came to 
Nachon’s threshing floor Uzzah put forth his hand 
and took hold upon the ark for the oxen stumbled. 
The Lord smote him and he died. This frightened 
David and he said, ‘“‘How shall the ark of the Lord 
come unto me?” He earried it to the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite where it remained three 
months and the Lord blessed the house of Obed- 
edom. When David learned of this he went and 
brought the ark to Jerusalem, “‘with shouting and 
the sound of the trumpet” and with offerings and 
sacrifices. 


The lesson taught at Nachon’s threshing flood is 
the old lesson of reverence for God. We must 
always remember the fact of the holiness of God 
and be very careful how we approach Him. Is 
there not a tendency today to be “too familiar” 
with God? 


The next thought of David was for a house in 
which to place the Ark: “the king said unto Nathan 
the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 
but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And 
Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine 
heart; for the Lord is with thee.” But the Lord 
spoke to Nathan that night and gave him another 


message for the king, forbidding him to build the 
house, but promising him that his son should build 
the house, and that He would establish his kingdom. 
Dr. Macartney, in his character study of Solomon, 
“The Wisest Fool,’ says that we can at least hop: 
that Solomon was saved at last because of the 
promise given David, “I will be his father, and h: 
shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men, and with th 
stripes of the children of men: but but my mercy 
shall not depart from him.” 


t 


Let us hope that in spite of his sin and seeming 
apostasy Solomon turned back to God and was 
saved. ‘“‘And thine house and thy kingdom shall be 
established forever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established forever.” This promise of course has 
its perfect fulfillment in Christ, the Son of David 
according to the flesh. 


David accepts God’s plan and is entirely submis- 
sive. Here is another mark of his honoring God. 
In this connection he offers a beautiful prayer of 
thanksgiving and praise. 


III. David keeps his promise to Jonathan: 9 
(See I Samuel 18:3; 20:14-17) 


David and Jonathan had made a very solemn 
covenant and now David remembers his promise ti 
his friend Jonathan and proceeds to fulfill it. After 
inquiring, “Is there not yet any of the house of 
Saul, that I may show the kindness of God unto 
him?’’ Ziba informs him that Jonathan has a son 
who is lame in his feet. So David sends for Me- 
phibosheth and restores to him the land of Saul and 
allows him to “eat bread” at his table continually. 


We honor God when we keep our promises to men 
and show the kindness of God to them. Blessed are 
the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. When 
a man is converted, one of the surest signs of the 
genuineness of that conversion is his paying debts 
which he owes to his fellow men. 


IV. A Psalm of Thanksgiving: 
II Samuel 22 


David was grateful to God for all His wonderful) 
benefits and blessings, and he was ever ready to ex 
press that gratitude in beautiful poetry. God loves 
a grateful heart. David was constantly “thanking 
God” for all His marvellous works and especially 
His gracious dealings with him as man and king. 


What shall we sing, asked the friends of a saint 
of God who had requested that they sing for him. 
Anything, so long as it is praise, said the sick man. 
I was visiting a 92 year-old Christian not long ago, 
and he repeated over and over, ‘“‘The Lord has been 
so good to me.” David loved to repeat the same 
thing. His psalms are full of expressions of praise 
and thanksgiving. This is a splendid way to honor 
God. 


V. The “King of Glory”: 
Psalms 24 


We see here a characteristic attitude of David: 
the earthly king is looking up to the Heavenly King 
and ascribing all glory to Him. Suppose all earthly 
rulers should have this attitude, what a wonderful! 
world we would have. Some day this will be true; 
every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess 
The whole earth belongs to the King. Who shall 
ascend unto the hill of the Lord? He that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart. 
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This King of Glory shall come in: He dwells in a 
holy place, and yet He is willing to tabernacle with 
men, if we will open our doors, our gates, our 


hearts to Him. If any man hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in. The Lord has two 
homes: one is the high and holy place, the other is 
an humble and contrite heart. Have we opened our 
hearts to Him? 


—_—X_ 
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VI.A Penitent’s Prayer: 
Psalms 51 

No study of David would be complete without 
this heart-rendering plea for forgiveness, for David 
was a great sinner, guilty of two of the most 
heinous and revolting sins. This beautiful prayer 
for forgiveness and cleansing has been in the minds 
and hearts of thousands of sinners as they came 
back to God. 





Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For July 
July 23: He Stooped To Serve 


Introduction 


When approaching the topic “He stooped to 
serve,” our minds go immediately to that incident 
which took place in the upper room the night of the 
last supper the Lord enjoyed with His disciples on 
earth. The incident opens the way for the discourse 
in John 13-17. In that discourse we find all of 
the important truth Christians need to keep in mind 
to live a happy and successful Christian life in these 
days when our Lord is at the right hand of God. 
And all that truth roots in the Spiritual teaching of 


the incident in which our Lord stooped to serve. 
Let us then study that incident to find its message. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(John 13:1-17) 


1. The Master Stooped to Serve. Verses 1-5. 


(a) What He Did. Verses 4-5. As our Lord was 
having His last supper with His disciples, He quietly 
rose from the table, laid aside the long flowing 
garments that would have been in His way, girded 
Himself with a towel, took a bowl of water and be- 
gan to wash the feet of His disciples. This was the 
courteous thing that every host did for his guest 
and the work was usually done by a slave. Evidently 
at this supper no one had thought to have it done 
and He felt He must do it. A small man trying to 
be big can’t afford to stoop. But our Lord and 
Master stooped to the humble work of a slave that 
He might serve His own. 


(b) When He Did It. Verses 1-3. The time when 
our Lord stooped to serve is significant. Jesus was 
answering the call of His duty, for He knew that 
the hour had now come when He must humble 
Himself and be obedient to the death of the Cross. 
As He answered the call of duty, Christ was fully 
conscious of His authority, for God had delivered 
all things unto His hands. He was not forgetting 
His origin and knew He had come from God and 
that His destiny was to return to God. He was 
fully conscious that He was the Lord of all, who 
deserved that all men should bow at His feet, yet 
He humbled Himself to wash the feet of the 
disciples. 


(c) Why He Did It. Verse 1b. The secret of why 
the Lord of the Cross thus stooped to serve is found 
in the spoken words, “having loved His own, He 


loved them to the end.’”’ Loving His own, He loved 
them to the utmost, even to the point of prostrating 
Himself at their feet in humble service, even to 
death on a cross. 

2. The Servant Protested in Ignorance. Verses 
6-10. 


(a) An explanation. Verses 6-8. When Christ 
came to Peter, the irony of it all was too much and 
he protested against the Lord of the Cross washing 
his feet. But Christ explained that one must be 
washed to have a part in Him. Then Peter cried 
out, “‘Wash me all over.” 


(b) A revelation. Verses 9-11. Our Lord then 
revealed to Peter that what He was doing was a 
symbolic act which spoke far more than those pre- 
sent at the time realized. Of what did it speak? 
Our Lord explained to them that those who had 
been washed all over did not need another bath but 
merely needed to wash their feet. He was thinking 
of the experience you and I have when we go swim- 
ming today. When we leave the pool we are clean 
all over, but in walking to the bathhouse we get 
dirt on our feet and we have to shower them off 
before we dress. What Christ had in mind was 
this: First of all, all of us who have not received 
the Lord Jesus Christ are unclean because of our 
sins and our sins must be washed from us by having 
the blood, the outpoured life of Christ, applied to 
our hearts and lives by the Holy Spirit. When this 
has been done we are cleansed of sin once and for 
all and forever. But as we walk day by day we 
sin and only if we confess our sin in self-judgment 
can we be cleansed day by day to walk with Christ 
and serve Him. You and I can not have communion 
from Christ apart from daily cleansing, and only by 
daily cleansing can we serve Him effectively. 


3. The Abiding Example for Those Who Would 
Serve. Verses 12-17. 


(a) The Purpose. Verses 12-14. Christ explained 
this acted-out-parable had been left for them as an 
example and that all of those who were true follow- 
ers of Him would do as He had done. This does 
not mean that foot washing should become a church 
practice, as some have interpreted it to mean, but 
it does mean we must clothe ourselves with that 
kind of humility if we are to serve the Lord. 


(b) The Perspective. Verse 16. If we seek to 
serve the Lord, we must remember that the true 
servant is not ashamed to do anything Christ did 
and he must be ready to do everything Christ did. 
We are not better than Christ but must walk even 
as He walked. 
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(c) The Principle. Verse 17. The principle by 
which we live is simply this: many people think we 
ought to know the truth and that is all that will 
matter. Others think we must have deep religious 
feeling. And others feel that doing is the thing 
that counts. But Christianity ministers to the 
whole man. When we know the truth, we must do 
the truth. And as we know and do the truth, we 
will be happy in the Lord. 


Suggestions 


Today, all too many people try to serve the Lord 
without having been cleansed once for all in the 
blood of Christ, and without daily cleansing through 
confession and self-judgment. But it cannot be 
done. Others have been cleansed but they have not 
clothed themselves with humility and readiness to 
do all that Christ did, which are the essentials of 
effective and acceptable service. Let us then study 
closely this incident and examine our life and 
service in the light of its message. 





July 30: Under Orders 
Introduction 


In the closing verses of Matthew’s gospel, our 
Lord Jesus Christ declares: “All authority is given 
unto me in Heaven and on earth. Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations.’”’” You and I, who are Chris- 
tians, are under the orders of Him who has all 
authority in Heaven and in earth. 


An incident in the ministry of our Lord illus- 
trates the far-reaching significance of this matter 
of authority. There was a centurion whose servant 
was about to die, and he sent and asked our Lord to 
come and heal his servant. When the Lord Jesus 
drew near to his house, the centurion came out and 
told Him that it was not necessary for Him to come 
into the house but merely to say the word and the 
servant would be healed. The centurion explained 
that he too, was a man of authority and when he 
told a servant to go and do something, the servant 
went and did it. 


Do you see the lesson there? As long as the 
centurion was obedient to the authority of Rome, 
he had servants under him who were obedient to 
his authority because they knew his commands were 
backed by the might of Rome. In exactly the same 
way, when any man is obedient to the authority of 
God, he has power in the hearts and lives of others 
because he is backed by the might of God Himself. 
But if we ignore the authority of God, we have no 
power to back us up and we are on our own. 


The only sensible thing, then, is for us to be 
good soldiers of our Commander-in-Chief and to go 
into all the world and preach the gospel. But 
what’s the good of that? What happens when we 
do? We study more closely this centurion’s solid 
faith in our Scripture lesson and we find what we 
are under orders to do and what happens when we 
obey our orders. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Luke 7:1-10) 


1. The need of the Servant. Verses 1-2. 


The servant of this centurion was sick, helpless 
and in immediate danger. You and I can look ata 
person sick of body and know the urgency of doing 
something. But we are under orders to preach the 
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gospel to every creature, because all the sons of 
men are sick with sin, helpless, can do nothing to 
remedy the situation and are in immediate dange: 
of judgment. (Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:23; 1 
18-20) 


2. The Request of the Soldier. Verses 3-8. 


The soldier came truly to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and made request of Him that He do for the servant 
what the servant could not do for himself. H 
request was earnest, humble and believing. You 
and I are under orders to plead with Christ for mer 
and with men for Christ in earnest, humble fait 
that Christ, by the gospel, might heal with eve: 
lasting salvation. 


3. The Response of the Savior. Verses 9-10. 


Christ honored the earnest, humble faith of th: 
centurion and accepted that faith (verse 9) and 
manifested His power by healing the servant. (vers¢ 
10) If you and I, who are under orders, will g 
forth in that same earnest, humble, believing way 
Christ will accept our efforts and bless our efforts 
with the power of God unto salvation to those w} 
put their trust in Him. 


Illustration 


An English preacher, many years ago, asked som« 
British soldiers, “If Queen Victoria were to issue : 
proclamation and placing it in the hands of her 
army and navy, were to say, ‘Go into all the world 
and proclaim it to every creature,’ how long do you 
think it would take you to do it?” 


One of these men, accustomed to obeying orders 
without delay, replied, “Well, I think we could 
manage it in about 18 months.” 


In view of the great number of professing Chris 
tians in the world today and the speed of moderr 
communications, how will we answer that questio1 
when we stand at the judgment seat of Christ and 
He says, ‘‘What did you do to carry out my orders 
to take my gospel to the ends of the earth?” 


Suggestions 


The church is in business simply to carry out th: 
orders of Christ in the great commission. Hav 
someone include in the program a talk on the theme 
included in the introduction, concerning the in 
portance of believing under authority, and the! 
study the Scripture lesson and illustration concern 
ing carrying out our orders. 





Wings For The Soul 


A Few Moments— 


Of thoughtfulness is worth a week of apologies. 

Of getting the facts is worth a year of guess worl 

Of silence is an antiseptic for much slander. 

Of restitution is worth many months of excuss 
making. 

Of justice is worth more than many long and empty 
prayers. 

Of work is worth a lifetime of wishing. 
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Yet To Come... 


The Woman’s Training School, Snedecor Me- 
morial Synod, to be held at Stillman College, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., August 8-15, holds promise for 
unparalleled Christian growth. 


Impetus to win others to Christ through training 
in visitation evangelism is to be the heart of the 
Training School and will be directed by Dr. H. H. 
Thompson, Secretary, Division of Evangelism, 
Board of Church Extension. Courses in the regular 
curriculum will be given and speakers on related 
subjects will be heard. Believing that “all work 
and no play makes Jack a dull boy” is true, there 
will be recreation hours, the high light of which 
will be an artist concert. 


Our Executive Secretary, Miss Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey will report on her recent trip to Brazil. 


It is hoped that the untiring efforts of the Pro- 
gram Committee will be rewarded by full attend- 
ance. You can help make this possible by sending 
a delegate to the School or a contribution for the 
School (clearly marked “For Stillman Woman’s 
Training School’’) to Miss Mary S. Quidor, Treas- 
urer, Board of Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta, Georgia. 


Let us help through prayer and financial aid our 
Christian Negro women receive real blessing and 
joy through this school. 


—Mrs. John L. Parkes, 
Assistant Secretary, 
Board of Woman’s Work. 





“Yesterday’s Foe Is 
Today’s Friend” 


By Elisabeth W. (Mrs. W. C.) 
McLauchlin* 


Never did I think such an experience would come 
to me as I had a few nights ago, when we sat on 
the platform with the two men who have played 
such an important role in world events during the 
past ten years. 


One was Rev. Jacob De Shazer, who took part in 
the Doolittle raid on Tokyo, the first air-raid on 
Japan, afterwards was in a prison camp for two 
years and now is a missionary of the Evangelical 
Methodist Church out here. The other was Mr. 
Fu Chi da, chief commander of the whole air 
squadron which participated in the air-raid of Pearl 
Harbor, and which actually opened the Pacific war. 
He said “I led the whole squadron of 360 planes 
into Pearl Harbor and lifted the curtain of warfare 
by dispatching that cursed order number one, 
“Whole squadron plung into attack!” 


One day, not more than five weeks ago, at the 
Shibuya Railroad Station in Tokyo, he was given a 
pamphlet which was the testimony of Mr. De Shazer 
entitled, “I was a Prisoner of Japan.” So im- 
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pressed was he by the love of this man that he 
continued reading with intense interest, and when 
he came to the portion in which Mr. De Shazer 
recalled the day in prison when he came to feel a 
strong desire to read the Bible, remembering that 
he had heard before about Christianity which could 
transform hatred to brotherly love, he too, was 
seized with a great desire to read the Bible, so he 
bought one, but before reading the first thirty 
pages, he was so captivated that he said, “This is 
it.””’ Convinced that he should become a Christian, 
he contacted the Pocket Testament League repre- 
sentatives who showed him the way. His heart was 
opened and in a hotel in Osaka, he gave his heart 
to the Lord. “Now,” he says, “I feel great joy in 
my daily Bible reading and my heart is filled with 
peace as I kneel down to pray and I have decided 
to believe what is revealed in the Bible, accept it 
and stand as His witness telling others this truth, 
with the help of the Lord.” 


Over 5,000 people were packed into the large 
auditorium with 3,000 on the outside listening 
through loud speakers to this wonderful testimony 
of God’s work of grace, so we were not surprised 
when the invitation was given to see hundreds of 
young people coming to the platform from all over 
the hall. As I sat there gazing into the faces of 
these two men in whose hearts hatred had been 
changed to love, just one word seemed to possess 
my soul—Grace! “Grace, grace, God’s grace. 
Grace that is greater than all my sin.” Surely 
that’s the song we are going to sing through all 
eternity. Doesn’t it thrill your soul to think of it! 


Mr. De Shazer, so burdened with the sin of the 
Japanese and distressed over so few accepting 
Christ, decided to fast for forty days and had 
just passed through this experience a few days 
before this meeting. 


May we catch something of the spirit of this 
young missionary, that love may flow out from 
our hearts too, and that we may win many like 
Mr. Fu Chi Da for Christ. 


“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform. 
He plants His footsteaps in the Sea, 
And rides upon the Storm.” 


*Kobe, Japan. 





“Sharing Christ With Others” 


In God’s providence our Church is manifestly 
called upon to go forward in a great evangelistic 
advance. World conditions, conditions in our own 
country, the state of the church, the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit—all of these and other compelling 
reasons summon us to prepare ourselves to witness 
to Christ. 


In all of our efforts in evangelism there must be 
in the front of our minds the knowledge of what 
Jesus Christ can do for people, and in our hearts 
there must be a deep love and concern for them 
that they be brought to a saving knowledge of Him 
and to a place of active, joyful service in His 
Church. 
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In compliance with the order of the General 
Assembly and in cooperation with other com- 
munions in the united evangelistic advance, the 
people of our Church, including men, women and 
young people are summoned to a definite prepara- 
tion for a more effective evangelistic service. To 
this end, with a sense of urgency for greater 
activity on the part of the Church members in 
sharing Christ with others, the various adult groups 
in the local church are urged to cooperate in the 
promotion of a program of special instruction and 
activity in personal evangelism. 


It is suggested that definite plans be formulated 
to provide classes at such time as may be convenient 
in the local church. The purpose of this study is to 
train every adult in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
in the motives and method of personal evangelism, 
so that our entire Church might be awakened to its 
opportunities and responsibilities. 


The plan suggests six weeks study of personal 
evangelism by all of the adults of the local church 
sometime during the year 1950, this study to be 
carried out in the way that seems most suitable 
to the local situation. The earlier the date is set, 
the better. 


It is suggested that the study be either in each 
adult class of the Sunday school which would turn 
aside from the regular Sunday school lessons for 
a period of six weeks in order to have this important 
study of evangelism; or, by all of the adult classes 
united in this study under one leader for the period 
of six weeks. Other suggested plans are: a series 
of six or more prayer meetings for church night 
study under the pastor; or a series of six or more 
Sunday-night classes where the men and women 
and young adults meet for a brief worship service, 
followed by a period of instruction. Other such 
plans will suggest themselves to local leaders. Each 
group is urged to use the plan that will reach the 
most people in the local church. 


The recommended text for this study is “‘A Hand- 
book of Evangelism for Laymen” by Dawson C. 
Bryan and the ‘“‘Leader’s Guide—Personal Evangel- 
ism—Sharing Christ with Others’ by David D. 
Walthall. These two pieces of material may be 
ordered from the Board of Education, Richmond 9, 
Virginia. Each is stimulating in content and sug- 
gests the “how’’ for the practical outreach in 
evangelistic service. 


It is the earnest prayer and hope that from these 
experiences of earnest study there will come many 
with a deeper concern for the unreached and a more 
devoted endeavor to win them to Christ. —Ex- 
cerpts from Literature of United Evangelistic Ad- 
vance. 


Synods Offer Thumb-Nail Sketches 
Of Home Mission Work 


Some weeks ago, a request was sent to each synod 
asking for a 50-word message giving significant 
work in home missions in the churches of the synod. 
The following have been received thus far and are 
given to readers as evidence of the splendid work 
being done in home missions. 

The church in Greenville, Ala., Henry E. Acklen, 
pastor, built a new manse, paid off the church debt 
two years before it was due, built a beautiful an- 
nex, raised the pastor’s salary, increased attendance 
at church school and in youth fellowship groups 
and organized the men and women of the church. 
Total membership of this church: 30 members, none 
wealthy. The spiritual growth and enthusiasm of 





the congregation of this congregation has signalized 
the presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit among 
these people. —Synod of Alabama. 


The Synod of Arkansas presents a field that is 
65 per cent home mission, ranging from the develop- 
ment of two newly organized churches, Park Hill 
and Westover Hills in Little Rock, Ark., to a needy 
mountain area in Searcy County. The two Little 
Rock churches have become pratically self-support- 
ing while the mountain churches increase yearly: 
eight years yielded four churches. The fields are 
white, the harvest is great. 

—Synod of Arkansas. 


Twelve new churches have been organized since 
1945 with a total membership of 1,109, five of 
which are self-supporting. They have given $16,- 
000 to benevolences and gifts increase annually. 
More than 300 new members were received in 1949 
on a profession of faith. Of the 991 additions on 
profession of faith for the entire group of churches 
in St. John’s Presbytery last year, 40 per cent 
came from home mission churches. Eight chapels 
in St. John’s Presbytery have a total enrollment of 
380. Three new churches are soon to be organized. 

—St. John’s Presbytery, 
Synod of Florida. 

In the Synod of Mississippi, activities by presby- 
tery, are as follows: Central: $3,300 minimum 
salary standard for pastors established and two new 
chapels built. East: Able new pastors create 
marked advance in morale and service. Meredian: 
Waynesboro, Miss.—A $25,000 church has been 
erected with Sunday School and Women of the 
Church departments. North: Heavy losses but 
membership total maintained. Contributions have 
greatly increased. Mississippi: Happier workers 
resulted from a 3,000 salary standard. Greater 
work lies in the future and several new annexes 
have been constructed. —Synod of Mississippi. 

The home mission challenge in South Carolina is 
staggering. Many millions have been invested in 
new industries. New communities are growing like 
wildfire. Eighty new chapels have been erected in 
recent years. New churches, chapels and manses 
are going up in every presbytery. But we need a 
million-dollar building fund. Evangelism enjoys a 
new popularity. The synod is growing rapidly. 
The heartbreaking dollar shortage retards work. 

—Synod of South Carolina. 

Daniel Clark, member of the Oak Cliff Presby- 
terian Church, Dallas, Texas, and a preministerial 
student under the care of Dallas Presbytery who 
plans to enter the Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary in September, is directing Negro work at 
Tillotson College in Austin where property costing 
$9,000 has been secured for the development of a 
church and student center. Brazos Presbytery has 
organized a new large Negro church in Beaumont, 
Texas, where property costing $5,000 was secured 
and the Rev. Hosea Rasberry has accepted the call 
of the congregation as pastor. 

—Synod of Texas. 

Primary emphasis in home missions in Virginia 
has shifted from rural to urban and industrial areas. 
Home missions have become the agency for expan- 
sion. Unparalleled opportunities along the Atlantic 
seaboard urgently challenge us. Demands for new 
churches, chapels, and outpost work have been 
pressing. Many churches have been established and 
become self-supporting within a few years. There 
are still untouched areas which offer great possibili- 
ties. This is our day of opportunity. 

—Mizpah Presbyterian Church, 
Richmond, Virginia. 
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Church News 


In the June 15 issue of The Journal, Page 10, in 
an article under the heading, “Two Congregations 
Give $303,000.00 To Work Of Missions,” it was 
erroneously stated that the Park Street Church of 
Boston, Mass., and the People’s Church of Toronto, 
Canada, were Presbyterian Churches. In fact, the 
Boston Church is a Congregational Church; that in 
Canada, an independent organization. The Journal 
was in error, but in the light of the splendid offer- 
ings of these two congregations to the work of mis- 
sions, wishes that Presbyterianism could 
correctly claim them. —Ed. 


Among the foreign girls registered for the sum- 
mer session of Camp Montreat, Montreat, N. C., 
Mia van Wamelen has had one of the most varied 
backgrounds. Mia is the daughter of M. A. van 
Wamelen who received a degree of engineering 
from the University of Florida in June of this year 
while on leave in the States. 

Mia was born in Aruba, January 7, 1938. Aruba 
s an island in the West Indies where her father was 
employed as an engineer with the Royal Dutch 
Shell Oil Company. In 1942 she moved with her 
family to Curacao, principal island of the Nether- 
land Antilles. 





Parker New Teacher At 
Presbyterian Junior 
College 


William A. Parker, son of the Rev. J. Kenton 
Parker, a contributing editor to the Journal and 
editor of the Sabbath School lessons, has recently 
been elected as a teacher at Presbyterian Junior 
College, President Louis C. Lamotte has announced. 
Young Parker was a student at PJC in 1945-46 
and attended N ©. State College. 














President John R. Cunningham is shown laying the 
first trowel of mortar in the cornerstone of David- 
son College’s new church. The stone was laid with 
an impressive ceremony during Davidson’s mid- 


Commencement 


Davidson, N. C. — Two unusually significent 
events took place recently at Davidson College’s 
Mid-Century Commencement program (June 3-5). 
President John R. Cunningham announced success- 
ful completion of the $2,500,000 Development Pro- 
gram and the cornerstone was laid for the new 
$600,000 church. 


President Cunningham’s announcement that the 
campaign goal had been surpassed “by a comfort- 
able margin” ended the largest fund-raising drive in 
Davidson’s 114-year history. The program opened 
in February, 1949. 


The church is the second unit in a building pro- 
gram and the cornerstone was laid for the new 
laid in an impressive ceremony conducted by Dr. 
Cunningham and other church leaders. W. E. Price, 
Moderator of the General Assembly, brought greet- 
ings from the assembly, and one of the participants 
was Dr. George Summey of New Orleans, who cele- 
brated his 97th birthday during the Commencement 
weekend. 


A total of 162 seniors were graduated from 
Davidson this spring and the college awarded six 
honorary degrees. Recipients were W. H. Belk, 
Charlotte businessman; Legette Blythe, Hunters- 
ville author; Joseph B. Johnston, superintendent 
emeritus of Barium Springs; Dr. H. M. Marvin, 
nationally known heart specialist and president of 
the Heart Association; Dr. H. M. Moffett, Austin, 
Texas, minister, and Dean Rusk, assistant secretary 
of state. 
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Fifth Avenue Church Reaches 
Fund-Raising Goal 


The Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church of New 
York City has exceeded the $100,000 goal in its 
anniversary fund-raising campaign, which assures 
the carrying out of the planned improvements this 
coming summer. It has been announced that the 
fund would remain open for further subscriptions 
until the completion of the renovation program. 


The church building at Fifty-fifth Street and 
Fifth Avenue, erected in 1875, will have extensive 
repairs and renovations made on it during the 
summer months, Mr. Henry R. Sutphen, chairman 
of the 75th Anniversary Improvement Program 
Committee announced. Work on installing a new 
copper roof is already half finished. Contracts are 
now being let for extensive interior redecoration, 
including a new lighting system. 

The Rev. Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, minister, 
announced that the church will be closed during 
August and the first two Sundays of September. 
Soon after services are resumed in the fall, a 
special 75th Anniversary rededication service will 
be held, date to be announced. 

During the summer months the church will have 
guest pastors. The Rev. David H. C. Read, Chap- 
lain of Edinburgh University will preach July 2. 
Rev. Harold A. Cockburn, pastor of St. Michael’s 
Church, Dumfries, Scotland, will occupy the pulpit 
July 9, 16, 23 and 30. 





North Miami Organizes, 
Incorporates Church With 
118 Membership 


A Presbyterian Church has been organized by St. 
John’s Presbytery in the North Miami area with a 
total of 118 charter members in the congregation. 
The opportunity for charter membership will re- 
main open until July 1. 

Dr. Melrose S. Avery was called by the congrega- 
tion to accept the pastorship. The congregation 
also approved the charter incorporating the church 
and elected the following trustees: H. E. Beck, 
president of the board of trustees; R. G. Atchinson, 
secretary; Benjamin W. Christley, vice president; 
Charles E. Jordan, treasurer and R. J. Paul, Jr. 





Tennessee Church Holds 
Dedication Service 


Princeton Presbyterian Church, Johnson City, 
Tenn., held a service of dedication June 4 with the 
Rev. Harry Barnett, pastor, in charge. 

The invocation to the service was given by the 
Rev. Leo Hall. Lehamn’s “The Love of God” was 
sung by Mrs. Donald Hoke. 

Following the prayer of dedication, Mr. Frank 
Noel gave “Beneath the Cross of Jesus’ as a 
trumpet solo with the choir of the church providing 
responsive music. Schubert’s “Serenade” was 
played by Miss Ruth Nuckles, violin soloist. 

Begun in 1939 as a Sunday School, Princeton 
Church began its building program with the sum 
of $25. Construction of the church building began 
in 1946 with the support of the First Presbyterian 
Church. The church was officially organized in 
November, 1949. A lot was given last spring for 
the proposed manse of the church and with temp- 
orary plans already drawn, work is expected to 
begin at an early date. 


Montreat Superintendents’ 
Conference 
Montreat, North Carolina 
July 14-16 


“The Superintendent Faces His Task’ will be the 
theme for the 12th annual Sunday School Superin- 
tendents’ Conference to be held at Montreat, N. C., 
July 14-16, under the direction of Mr. D. J. Des- 
sauer, Assembly Chairman of the Sunday School 
Superintendents and the Rev. W. Norman Cook, 
Director of Administration for the Board of Educa- 
tion. Every superintendent who can possibly do so 
will want to attend this conference which offers an 
opportunity to share with other superintendents 
throughout the Assembly and to learn from out- 
standing leaders of our church how to go about his 
work as a superintendent. 


The program will include devotionals, one a re- 
cording arranged by Dr. John M. Alexander and 
others by Rev. W. M. Belk and Rev. A. R. Batchelor, 
and addresses by Mr. D. J. Dessauer, Dr. Edward 
D. Grant and Dr. Patrick H. Carmichael. A feature 
of the conference will be the presentation and dis- 
cussion of the various sections of the new manual 
for superintendents, with ample time for dividing 
into groups by sizes of Sunday Schools. One of the 
discussions will be in the form of a panel led by Dr. 
John L. Fairly, Secretary of Religious Education, 
assisted by other members of the Religious Educa- 
tion staff and others. The general presentations 
will be made and the discussion groups led by Mr. 
W. E. Price, immediate past Moderator of the 
General Assembly, Mr. D. J. Dessauer, Chairman of 
Superintendents for the Assembly, and Rev. Jack 
B. McMichael, author of the superintendents’ man- 
ual. Plans for the Program of Progress and Church 
School Enlargement will be presented by Dr. LeRoy 
P. Burney, executive coordinator of the Program of 
Progress and Rev. W. Norman Cook of the Board 
of Education staff. 


The Men’s and Directors of Religious Education’s 
Conferences will be in session at the same time as 
the Supertendents’. The superintendents will meet 
jointly with the Directors of Religious Education 
in the Friday night session when the address will 
be made by Dr. Patrick H. Carmichael, Dean of the 
Faculty of the General Assembly’s Training School, 
Richmond, Va., on the subject, ‘Religious Educa- 
tion in the 20th Century”; and on Saturday night 
for a banquet in the Assembly Inn Dining Room. 
The superintendents will join the Men’s Conference 
in a watermelon feed Friday night and in an early 
communion service Sunday morning. All three con- 
ferences will share in the Sunday morning service 
when the preacher will be the noted evangelist, the 
Rev. Billy Graham, who has been invited by the 
Montreat management to preach at that time. 


There is guarantee of space for only 150 for the 
Superintendents’ Conference and therefore reserva- 
tions should be made at once with the Montreat 
Hotels, Montreat, N. C., sending a deposit of $5. 
The total cost at Montreat will include from $4 to 
$7 a day for room and meals depending upon type 
of accommodations, a gate fee of $1.20 and a 
registration fee of $2. 


The conference will begin with registration at 
10 a.m., Friday, July 14, and close with the morning 
church service Sunday, July 16. All regular ses- 
sions of the conference will be held in Gaither Hall. 
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The Assembly Superintendents’ Council, com- 
posed of chairmen of superintendents the various 
synods will meet just before the conference, Thurs- 
day, July 13. This council is advisory to the De- 
partment of Administration in all matters concern- 
ing the work of the superintendent and the Sunday 
School throughout the Assembly. In this meeting 
there will be discussion and decision as to various 
matters concerning the superintendent and his 
work. 





Library Dedicated At 
Austin Seminary 


The new library building at Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary was dedicated May 23 in a 
service of dedication with Dr. B. O. Wood, presi- 
dent of the board of trustees, in charge. 


Dr. David L. Stitt, president of the seminary, was 
n charge of a preceding service held in the semi- 
nary chapel. Dr. Fred E. Brooks, moderator, Synod 
f Texas, U. S. A., gave the invocation and led in 
the Lord’s Prayer. Dr. Shirley C. Guthrie gave the 
prayer of thanksgiving and Dr. Warren Sweet gave 
the dedicatory address. His topic was “Theological 
Education in America.” 


The prayer of dedication was offered by Dr. E. 
W. McLaurin, moderator of the Synod of Texas, 
U. S. The library building was made possible by 
the Synod of Texas through the Presbyterian 
Educational Fund. The seminary sent thanks to 
Miss Gertrude Whitis, donor of the property; Mr. 
Marvin Eickenroht, architect of the building; and 
the J. M. Odum Construction Company for con- 
struction of the structure. 





North Carolina Presbyterian 
Men Hold State Meeting 


Charlotte, N. C.—H. Roe Bartle, dynamic Kansas 
City business man and college president, delivered 
the featured Sunday morning address at the North 


Carolina Presbyterian Men’s Conference June 10- 
ll. 


Conference Director J. O. Mann of Charlotte 
announced that Mr. Bartle spoke to the Presby- 
terian laymen at Davidson College at 10:45 a.m., 
Sunday, June 11. 


President of Missouri Valley College, Mr. Bartle 
is a noted public speaker, civic and youth leader. 
He has spoken at numerous conventions, education- 
al associations and financial sessions. Since 1942 
he has been executive director of the American 
War Dads and is a director of several national 
public service organizations. 


Other speakers for the conference included 
Judge John J. Parker, Charlotte; E. Urner Good- 
man, New York City and S. J. Patterson, Richmond. 





New Orleans Minister 
Receives D.D. Degree 


The Rev. Preston Stevenson, minister of the 
Canal Street Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, 
La., has been granted an honorary doctor of divinity 
degree at the 116th annual commencement of the 
College of the Ozarks, Clarksville, Ark., where he 
delivered the baccalaurette sermon. 
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Board Of World Missions Receipts 


April 1 to May 31, 1949, $113,028.00. 

April 1 to May 31, 1950, $137,658.62. 

Increase, $24,630.62. 

Program of Progress, April 1 to May 31, 1950, 
$78,045.83. 


— Rook Reviews —— 


WILLIAM HENRY BELK: 
MERCHANT OF THE SOUTH 


By Le Gette Blythe. University of North Caro- 
lina Press. $2.75. Here is a book which should 
be in every vocational guidance shelf in all the 
high schools in the South alongside biographies of 
Robert E. Lee, Sydney Lanier, James H. Thorn- 
well, Woodrow Wilson, James B. Duke and others 
who have sprung from the region and made great 
contributions to its life. 





Also, this volume should be in the libraries of 
the Sunday Schools alongside the lives of John 
Kanamaker, Borden of Yale ’09, Dwight L. Moody, 
John Vinson of China, William Pp. “Jacobs I and 
others who have been outstanding because of their 
Christian witness and service. 


However, not only the “men of tomorrow,” the 
young people, should read it. Men of today, those 
whose lives are pressed upon by many responsibili- 
ties, will find this volume gives them a spiritual up- 
lift as refreshing as a cool draught of spring water 
on a summer’s day. 


It is the story of a Civil War widow’s sons who 
pressed on through the Reconstruction era, helped 
to build a New South, brought new ideas into 
merchandising in a country town and established 
themselves in Charlotte, N. C. as it grew into a 
city. By helping their young employes to better 
themselves, through setting up partnerships in 
other towns their stores extended into both Caro- 
linas. When brother John died, Mr. Henry carried 
on. He became a merchant to the South with a 
democratic family of stores numbering 290 in 1950 
from Maryland to Texas. 


The book is well written and presents the 
strength, simplicity, democracy and friendliness of 
the chief character, Mr. Henry. It sets forth his 
love of the Church and loyalty to its program. 
Nevertheless, it needs another chapter. The added 
chapter should not be written by a newspaper man. 
It should be written by some minister who has 
known first hand of Mr. Henry’s long personal 
service to and generosity toward the work of the 
Church. 





THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE 
TO ISLAM 


By J. Christy Wilson. Fleming H. Revell Co. 
$2.25. Dr. Wilson believes that missionary work 
among the followers of Mohammed is one of the 
greatest challenges to the Christian world. He 
shows that the work is dangerous and difficult but 
inviting. This book provides methods of approach 
to Islam. It will serve as a sourcebook for those 
who contemplate carrying the Gospel to Moham- 
medan lands. 
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SUNRISE IN THE NATION’S 
CAPITAL 


3y Dale Crowley. Van Kampen Press. $2. This 
book consists of broadcasts by evangelist Dale 
Crowley. These messages are practical and saturat- 
ed with Scriptural truths. They are written to help 
one get a right start for the day. 


MY FAITH LOOKS UP 

By Russell L. Dicks. Westminster Press. $1.50. 
Dr. Dicks wrote this little book for the purpose of 
helping the reader “to reduce the emotional tension 
from which he is suffering.’”’” He used a form of 
poetry for it is believed that the poetic form is best 
adapted for mediating strong emotions 





YE SHALL BE COMFORTED 

By William F. Rogers. Westminster Press. $1.50. 
This book is written to deal with the problems of 
how to understand and meet the experience of 
sorrow. It is based on the thesis that Christian 
faith together with an understanding of the psy- 
chology of grief offers resource adequate for meet- 
ing grief constructively. Part of this book consists 
of an anthology of Bible passages, prayers and 
other material written by persons who have them- 
selves experienced sorrow and found genuine com- 
fort in faith. 


A TREASURY OF 
DWIGHT L. MOODY 


By Harry Albus. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company. $2. This book was written to place in 
the hands of the modern reader a rich selection of 
11 outstanding addresses by the American evangel- 
ist. The Christian worker of today will benefit 
directly from a study of Moody’s approach. Mr. 
Albus has also added to his volume an up-to-date 
resume of Moody’s influence as it lives on today in 
the great and many institutions he founded directly 
or through the inspiration of his life. 





SKETCHES OF JEWISH 
SOCIAL LIFE IN THE 
DAYS OF CHRIST 


By Alfred Edersheim, Ph.D. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. $3.50. The period and cir- 
cumstances of the times in which Christ lived are 
pictured in this book so that the reader may more 
fully see what passed at the time He taught upon 
earth. It not only gives the reader a better under- 
standing of many of the expressions and allusions 
in the New Testament, but also presents fresh evi- 
dence of the truth 


1f history and new insight into 
the teachings 


of Christ in contrast to those of His 
contemporaries. The work is that of a painstaking 
scholar, yet presented in readable style. 


THE TEMPLE - ITS MINISTRY 
AND SERVICES 


By Alfred Edersheim. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company. $3.50. Since the life of Christ 
was intimately associated with the temple, it is 
fitting that Christians should make the temple an 
object of special study. Dr. Edersheim believes 


that a study of the temple gives the reader of th 
gospels new light upon many passages, and especia)- 
ly adds a great deal to the understanding of th 
imagery of the Book of Revelation. The rea! 
significance of the physical presence, rituals and 
special services of the temple as they were at t 
time of Christ is set forth in this volume in an illv- 
minating manner by the author. This book will als 
be of great service in helping to interpret Leviticus 
in the Old Testament and Hebrews in the New 
Testament. 





TEN FAMOUS EVANGELISTS 

By Basil Miller. Zondervan Publishing House. 
$1. Pen portraits of evangelists George Whitefield, 
John Wesley, Jonathan Edwards, Robert Murray 
McCheyne, Charles G. Finney, Peter Cartwright, 
Dwight L. Moody, Charles H. Spurgeon, Billy Sun- 
day and Reuben A. Torrey. These biographical 
sketches will be of special interest to young people 





MY CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY 

By William H. Stannard. Christopher Publishing 
House. $1.75. The author tells in simple terms 
how men and women today can be active followers 
of Christ. He shows how each day of our life offers 
golden opportunities for true Christian living. Th: 
first three sections of this book which deal with the 
Christian’s activities, words and thoughts are sup- 
erior in treatment to the last, which is on “What | 
Believe.” 





CHRIST'S PARABLES 
FOR TODAY 


By William Ward Ayer. Fleming H. Revell Co 
$2.25. A practical treatment of the parabo! 
message of Jesus. All stories have a deep social 
and spiritual significance. The volume is marked 
by clarity of exposition, vivid outlines and nume! 
ous illustrations. 


THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


By Charles R. Erdman. Fleming H. Revell Co. 
$1.50. In this book Dr. Erdman sets forth 
teachings of the Book of Genesis in terms of its 
seven greatest characters. Dr. Erdman introduces 
his latest book with this statement: “The moral and 
spiritual instruction of the Book is the more impres- 
sive and is of immediate application to persona 
problems of the present day from the fact that 
is presented not in precepts or in philisophical 
theories, but in the form of biographies. Here are 
found not mythical heroes but actual men wit! 
whom God had definite dealings, to whom H¢ 
showed His mercy and grace, and through whom H 
promised to bring blessings to the whole world.” 








The Baptism Of Infants 


This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 
issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 











